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Lecture XXXII, 
Of Inflammation of the Labia Pudendi. 

Between the folds of the labia pudendi, 
there lies a full quantity of cellular web ; 
in more advanced age, containing but little 
adeps ; but sometimes loaded with this sub- 
stance in the vigorous and flourishing period 
of life. Now, like the mammz of women, 
the labia pudendi, though more rarely, are 
assailed sometimes with a phlegmonous in- 
flammation, which, assailing the cellular 
tissue, tends strongly to the formation of 
matter, and of this i will now offer a few 
practical remarks. 

When the labium is affected with phleg- 
monous inflammation, it may become twice 
as large as it is in the healthy state, or may 
exceed these dimensions. In this state of 
enlargement, it becomes fed and very pain- 
ful and tender, so that the slightest pressure 
gives rise to uneasiness, and it is generally 
necessary to keep the limbs apart from each 
other. Suppuration is apt to occur very ra- 
pidly, insomuch that in the course of four-and- 
twenty or six-and-thirty hours, a great quan- 
tity of matter may be produced, and the ab- 
scess may even show a disposition to point. 
In treating cases of this kind, there will be 
little difficulty, provided their character be 
once clearly ascertained. Ifthe patient be of 
a robust and plethoric habit, you may, if you 
are called early, bleed from the arm, purge, 
give digitalis, and, in a word, put the pa- 
tient on the cooling antiphlogistic plan. 
Generally, leeches and fomentations, an 
poultices, and perhaps refrigerating washes, 
may be applied to the part; all this not so 
much in the expectation of preventing alto- 
gether the formation of matter ; for where 
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you have a lively inflammation in these parts, 
matter is almost sure to form ; but under the 
hope, that when the matter is produced, the 
quantity will be much smaller, and, conse- 
quently, that the cavity of the abscess will 
be much less, provided the inflammation be 
moderated. Should the phlegmonous in- 
flammation of the labia pudendi occur in 
weakly and irritable females, of lady-like 
constitution, this active treatment would be 
too violent; in cases concurring with such 
constitutions, leeches, poultices, fomenta- 
tions, cooling washes, will be found to give 
relief; and if the woman is moderately 
strong, some blood, perlaps, may be taken 
from the arm, but in the smaller quantities, 
and the bowels may be opened somewhat 
briskly, and the digitalis may. be given as 
before in operative quantities, with caution, 
however, and so as to act lightly on the sys- 
tem, for the digitalis is a remedy not with- 
out its risk, especially in constitutions of 
this kind. When matter forms, it may be 
better not to puncture the abscess, and dis- 
charge the matter too hastily ; because it is 
asserted, that when these abscesses break of 
themselves, they heal in a more kindly 
manner than when they are opened by the 
lancet. In ordinary cases, therefore, I should 
poultice the abscess, and suffer it to open of 
itself; but if the woman suffered a great 
deal of pain under accumulation of the mat- 
ter, in consequence of the distension of the 
inflamed skiu, I should not hesitate to advise 
2 small opening with the lancet, so as to 
relax the skin somewhat; orif the accumu- 
lation of matter were very large, say to the 
measure of half a pint, I should consider 
whether the matter might be drawn off by 
little and little, in the way recommended by 
Mr. Abernethy, not scrupling to open by the 
lancet in such cases, in order to prevent the 
large chasm which forms, if the skin open 
spontaneously. Ifthe general health be bad, 
this must be amended during the healing of 
the abscess; attend, also, to the state of the 
chylopoietic viscera; support the vascular 


d {system by bark, bitters, aromatics, chaly- 


beates, and analogous remedies; send the 

patient into the country, and you will pro- 

bably find in the majority of cases, the ab- 

scesses will heal pretty readily, Should the 
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abscess still remain open, it then comes to 
be considered, whether you should lay it 
thoroughly open and bare, letting it heal u 
from the bottom by granulations; but 
forbear to dwell on this point of practice, 
as it falls more under the department of the 
surgeon than the obstetrician. 

It sometimes happens that blood-vessels 
are giving way in the labia pudendi, or 
nymphe ; and this, where the parts are 
injured from delivery, or perhaps inde- 
pendent of parturition, or any very obvi- 
ous and adequate cause. When blood is 
effused into the labia pudendi, and parts ad- 
jacent, the organ enlarges to an enormous 
size ; it may become bigger than the child’s 
head, appearing very black, and giving rise 
to excessive pain, owing to the exceed- 
ing tension of the skin, and, of course, it 
alarms the patient exceedingly, especially 
if she suspect mortification, In some of 
these cases the skin bursts open, and the 
blood may be very copiously discharged ; it | 
is said the life of the patient may now and | 
then be endangered by the bleeding, but 
this is certainly rare. 1 never saw one 
of them. Should the skin be ruptured, and 
the blood flow somewhat plenteously, if) 
you could find out and reach the bleeding 
vessel, the most effectual mode of giving re- 
lief, would be by securing it with ligature ; 
if this could not be accomplished, then you 
might plug the vagina with tow, so as to 
prevent internal bleeding, following up this 
measure by a continued pressure .on the 
part, the patient being kept perfectiy at 
rest. If blood is accumulating in the labia 
pudendi, and you are called early to the 
case, the skin as usual remsiuing unbroken, 
it may then be proper that you should punc- 
ture the labia pudendi, and discharge as 
much blood as may be, in this manner; 
this practice, however, is proper only 
where you have been called early, and 
where you believe the blood is in a fluid 
state ; for if you are called in, an hour after 
the accumulation has taken place, the blood 
may be coagulated and entangled, so that to 
express it may be impracticable; but it 
should be remarked here, that where blood 
is received into the cellular web, or under 
the skin, there is reason to believe that it 
does not coagulate so soon as where it is re- 
ceived into a cup, where there is no vitality 
at all. Where blood is effused into the 
labia pudendi, especially in the smaller 
quantities, you may endeavour to get rid of 
a good deal of it by absorption; in this view 
pressure may be made with a prospect of 
advantage; and sometimes astringents, in 
the way of a poultice, may be used with | 
benefit; and, of these latter, one of the 
most promising, though somewhat anti- 
quated, is the lees of port-wine mixed up 
with linseed or bread, so as to give it a 
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proper consistency ; this being applied to 
the vulva of the patient three or four times 
in the course of the day. A case was nar- 
rated to me by a medical friend, on whose 
authority | give it, in which a man had re- 
ceived a blow on the muscles of the calf of 
the leg, and where there followed a consider- 
able effusion of blood under the skin ; a poul- 
tice of the port-wine lees was applied to it, 
and though it was computed that at least half 
a pint of blood was effused under the skin, a 
great part of it was absorbed in the course 
of a fortnight. Should all these means fail 
you, as it is not unlikely they may, the 
blood lying in the cellular web may be ex- 
pected ultimately to excite irritation, and 
may, in this manner, give rise to more or 
less inflammation, and terminate in the forma- 
tion of abscess, on the disclosure of which, 
the coagulated blood may come through the 
opening in the form of sloughs. Abscess of 
this kind must be treated on the general 
principles of surgery, great attention being 
paid to the constitutional health, and there 
is every reason to hope that the patient will 
ultimately recover from a disease not ob- 
viously dangerous. Let me add, however, 
that my own personal experience in these 
cases is small. 

The vulva sometimes enlarges exceed- 
ingly, in consequence of edema; and you 
may have the principal enlargement in the 
labia pudendi, or nymphe, or clitoris, or in 
all the parts together, while there is very 
little effusion in the legs; or again, there 
may be, in concurrence with a swelling of 
those parts, an anasarcous swelling in the 
legs of no small bulk. If the enlargement 
is of the labia pudendi, and not of much incon- 
venience to the patient, you may then en- 
deavour to palliate the evil by means of a 
well adjusted T bandage; bringing it to » 
full degree of tension, and thereby expelling 
much of the water into the surrounding 
cellular web, and so relieving the patient 
from much of the intumescence. Moreover, 
in these cases, it is proper to purge, and to 
have recourse to those medicines which are 
suited to auasarca, It will be asked, per- 
haps, here, whether we may not puncture 
the skin? In the general, women them- 
selves would not submit to this operation, 
being naturally timid ; now and then, how- 
ever, some of firmer resolution may wish 
such an operation to be performed. Now, 
in coming to a determination, it should be 
recollected that if the edematous swelling 
of the labia pudendi is purely local and un- 
connected with dropsy of the constitution, 
the probability is, that you may puncture 
the skin with perfect safety ; but if, on the 
other hand, this swelling is only a part of 
a general dropsy of the whole habit, then, as 
you all know, the puncturing of the skin is 
attended with some little danger, because, 
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sometimes, mortification may ensue; 80 
where the constitution is vigorous, puncture 
if you please ; but where it is not, and where 
there is a disposition to general dropsy, it 
is better to refrain from the lancet. it you 
do pancture, do not content yourselves, as 
some have done, with the mere division of 
the scarf-skin, but take care that you carry 
rw lancet completely down into the cellu- 
ar web beneath, 

From the vulva, not infrequently, ex- 
erescences are growing, sometimes verru- 
cous, sometimes fleshy, and varying exceed- 
ingly in size, being as large asa pea,or as large 
pe fist, and of all the intermediate dimen- 
sions. Of these excrescences, some may be 
removed by caustic, red precipitate, savin 

wder, nitrate of silver, or ihe like, care 

ing taken to apply the caustic to the root 
of the excrescence, for this seems to be 
the most effective mode of application.— 
‘Those excrescences which resemble polypi, 
may be removed by ligature ; if they hang 
by a peduncle, the application of the liga- 
ture is easy; if they have a broad basis, 
then take a needle and place it on the mid. 
dle of a thread of proper thickness, and 
carry the needle through the basis of the 
excrescence, and cut the needle away, thus 
leaving two ligatures to be tied right and 
left. 4 some cases extirpation of these ex- 
crescences by the knife may be necessary. 
All I have'to remark upon this operation is, 
that when you do extirpate by the knife, 
you ought carefully to take away the whole 
of the diseased structure. As to the mode 
of operating, that is for the consideration 
of the surgeon, Those excrescences may be 
connected with venereal affection, a point, 
of course, to be investigated. They rarely 

rminate in cancerous affections, and this 
should be most distinctly stated to the pa- 
lent. 

It not very uncommonly happens that the 
nymphe enlarge; in the Hottentot women, 
more especially, they are sometimes so large 
that they form a sort of covering to the 
vulva, nor are our own females of the 
Caucasian variety of mankind altogether free 
from this defect. Of these enlargements 
there are two kinds ; sometimes the nym- 
phe increase in their size without altering 
in their organisation, so that as to their 
remoter structure they remain healthy 
enough, only the growth is morbid ; and in 
other cases there is a total change of orga- 
nisation, the parts becoming converted into 
a sort of scirrhous mass. ‘The larger growths 
of the nymphx should, I presume, be ex- 
tirpated by means of the knife; where the 
growth is small, a pair of scissors may an- 
swer the purpose, and by a single cut you 
may take away so much of the nymphz as 
may be required to reduce them to their 
healthy dimensions. Ligatures are not re- 


OF THE LABIA PUDENDI, &e. 


707 
uired generally, for h there are many 
svete in this coe yet they are all small ; 


it will probably be sufficient to make a little 
pressure on the part that remains, with the 
thumb and finger, say for 10 or 15 minutes, 
when the hemorrhage will cease. ‘There is 
reason to suspect that the enlargement of the 
nymph may be connected with the vene- 
real disease ; in operating, therefore, upon 
those whose ethics are of the laxer kind this 
fact should not be forgotten ; butlarge nym- 
phe do not prove infection. 

As the nymphe may enlarge, so also may 
the clitoris, and under this disease the 
organ, though naturally very small, may 
sometimes become as large as the corre- 
sponding organ in the male. Ifa woman is 
auxious to have this defect of the genitals 
remedied, provided there is no change in 
the organisation of the clitoris, but merely 
an increase of its bulk, I presume that by 
means of a knife the exuberant structure 
may be very easily and safely taken away ; 
if, on the other hand, there is a change of 
organisation, which sometimes happens, the 
clitoris being converted into a scirrhous mass 
with irregular surfaces, disposed perhaps to 
malignant ulceration, then it may be extir- 
pated with the knife too, but you are less 
certain of success. When you are operat- 
ing, more especially when there is disease 
at the basis, it should be your object to 
take away the whole of the disorganised 
mass. 

Women are liable to be affected with 
partial obstructions of the vaginal orifice ; 
either the hymen is merely cribriform, or, 
at all events, though of the usual circular or 
crescertic shape, itobstructs the orifice,which 
may be of small diameter, very completely. 
Now this obstruction of the vagine gives 
rise to various incidents, and which are 
worth a little observation from us. In the 
first place, when the catamenia occur, they 
(as was hinted in a preceding lecture) are 
liable to become, in a high degree, offen- 
sive, this resulting pretty evidently from 
their not flowing freely away, but re- 
maining in the vagina and becoming putre- 
scent. The disease once understood may be 
easily relieved by the use of the syringe and 
warm water, ablution being performed, if 
necessary, three or four times in the course 
of the jour-and-twenty hours, and the natu- 
ral dilatation of the orifice will ultimately 
complete the cure of the disease. When 
the genitals are thus obstructed, 
another consequence of the obstruction is, 
that if the hymen be firm and the patient 
be too sensitive—from the operation of both 
these causes, her person may not be pene- 
trated ; or if the obstruction be of the higher 
degree, supposing the hymen, or whatever 
be the cause of the obstruction, to be un- 
usually firm, then if the parties be resolute, 
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the male organ 
thra. A case of this kin 


Chambon ; and in these cases, the woman years, in consequence of the pa 


undergoing a vast deal of pain on her mar- 
iage, is seized with incontinence of urine, | 
is compelled, perhaps, after no long | 
time, to separate from her husband, though | 
the disease, when properly understuod, 
may, with the help of a little surgery, be 
relieved at once, 
There are two causes of these obstructions; 
for the hymen may be unusually firm and 
Strong; or when the hymen is healthy, 
constriction of the upper half of the vagina 
may occur, just as if you had thrown a 
thread around it, and partially closed it by 
ligature ; defects which a little examina- 
tion would detect, and which admit of effec- 
tual relief, When intercourse is, in this 
manner, obstructed, and the male organ does 
not enter the vagina, the consequence is not 
necessarily sterility ; for so powerful is the 
fecundating fluid, that impregnation may be 
accomplished, and sometimes very rapidly. 
In Chambon’s case, where the parties 
separated not long after marriage, and the 
urethra was laid open, and the hymen con- 
tained two small punctures only, large 
enough to transmit a probe, nine monthsand 
a fortnight after marriage, the girl was de- 
livered of full grown twins ; so that not only 
impregnation, but an impregnation had 
taken place of two vesicles at once. 
Though, however, sterility is not neces- 
sarily the consequence of {partial closure, I 
conceive that unless the woman be very apt 
to produce children, it is very likely to oc- 
easion a delay of the impregnation; and, 
therefore, you must set down, | think, among 
the effects of partially obstructed genitals, 
an impediment to conception. A lady, the 
wife of a medical man, after having been 
married for some years, and producing no 
children, observed an enlargement of the 
abdomen, and a swelling of the legs, her 
general health becoming not a little impair- 
ed, and alarmed by these symptoms, she was 
advised to retire to Bath, with a view to the 
restoration of her health. ‘hither she went, 
but found no improvement; and the abdo- 
men continuing to become larger, and her 
health seeming still to decline, she deter- 
mined to return to town. On her way back, 
she was seized with vehement abdominal 
pains ; and the woman of the house, where 
she was, having been herselfa mother, said she 
was satisfied that these pains were no other 
than the pains oflabour; and though the lady 
herself seemed to be persuaded to the con- 
trary, an obstetrician was sent for, when it 
was found that the patient laboured under a 
cribriform hymen, which partially obstruct- 
ed the genitals. Now, in this case, asin 
that of Chambon, impregnation was accom- 
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may actually enter the ure-! speedily; for, as I before stated, the im- 
is related by! pregnation here was delayed for several 


rtial ob- 
struction of the vulva. And here it may be 
observed, by way of corollary, that whenever 
intercourse is impeded or sterile, we ought, 
by all means, to inquire into the state of the 
hymen ; for itnot very infrequently happens 
that, from the strength of this membrane, and 
the sufferings which arise from pressure, 
the designs of nature are frustrated; and 
not infrequently the male imputes to his 
own want of power, what, in reality, is in 
good measure, at least, to be ascribed to the 
timidity, the sensibility, and the over firm. 
ness of the female. The most effectual and 
natural cure is impregnation, which may, I 
know, sometimes, perhaps often and s ily, 
be accomplished without penetration ; for if 
ounce impregnation occurs, then the passages 
at birth will be laid open completely ; but it 
is, too, very easy to enlarge the passage by 
other means; aud with this remark, | con- 
clude both the lecture and the course. 
Observe the preparations. 

[The learned Doctor left the Theatre 
amidst the universal and enthusiastic 

of his intelligent and numerous class. 


ON HEMORRHAGE OF THE BRAIN. 
By M. A. Trovsseavu, D.ALP. 


Previous to the important researches of 
modern anatomists, relative to the morbid 
anatomy of the brain, a great many diseases 
were indiscriminately comprised under the 
term of apoplexy. The symptoms arising 
from congestion and pressure of the brain, 
from hemorrhage in its substance, and the 
different degrees of coma from carus to com- 
plete lethargy, have thus been confounded, 
under this term, which at present cught to 
be banished from our medical nomenclature ; 
ras the different organic lesions of the brain, 
which are attended by the symptoms for- 
merly considered as characteristic of a 
plexy, viz. abolition of sensation and motion 
and disturbance of the mental faculties, are 
now sufficiently known and distinguishable 
from each other. Like the word apoplexy, 
a great many other names have hitherto 
been vaguely used, as epilepsy, hysteria, 
&e., which, in most cases at least, are, very 
likely, founded on organic disease of the 
brain or nervous system, the anatomical cha- 
racters of which as yet are, not known with 
any degree of precision. 

The anatomical characters of cerebral 
hemorrhage are of course very different, 
according to the various stages of the dis- 
ease between extravasation, and the more or 
less complete absorption of the effused 
bloed. In the first period, the blood is 
found in the middle of the cerebral tissue, 


plished, but not, as in the French girl, 
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half quid and half ulated, general! 
very dark coloured, vesting in 
from a few drops to several ounces. The 
quantity is generally greatest when the 
ion takes place at the surface of the 
brain, or in the neighbourhood of the ven- 
tricles ; and, in the former case, the convo- 
lutions are compressed, angular, and effaced. 
On removing the extravasation, it appears 
that the blood has penetrated into the cere- 
bral tissue with considerable force, for the 
parietes of the hemorrhagic cavity are un- 
even, lacerated, and disorganised ; some- 
times portions of softened cerebral mass are 
completely detached and surrounded with 
blood. The cerebral tissue round the ex- 
travasation is infiltrated and ecchymosed, 
and sometimes even contains smaller accu- 
mulations of blood, so as to make it appear 
that one point of the brain had become the 
centre of a hwmorrhagic irritation. If the 
examination takes place at a later period of 
the disease, between the third and fifteenth 
day after the attack, the cerebral tissue 
round the extravasation is, to a greater 
or less extent, softened, of yellowish 
colour, and filled with red points; the se- 
rous part of the extravasation has begun to 
be absorbed; the coagulum is paler and 
firmer, and distinctly exhibits fibrinous 
masses mixed with cruor; the parietes of 
the hwmorrhagic cavity are smoother, and 
not so dark coloured. Between the fifteenth 
and thirtieth day, the volume of the coagu- 
lum is found diminished in size, of greater 
density, and much paler, especially in those 
places where it is in contact with the pa- 
rietes of the cavity. On examining its 
structure, it is found to consist of fibrinous 
layers, and cruor deposited between them ; 
it sometimes adheres to the parietes by 
means of fibrinous prolongations. At the 
same period, the cerebral substance round 
the cavity gradually recovers its former 
density, aud becomes even more firm than 
natural, so as to form a capsule of a yellow 
colour, several lines in thickness, and, at its 
inner surface, beset with villosities analagous 
to those of the mucous membrane of the in- 
testinal canal; there is no distinct line of 
demarcation between the tissue of this cap- 
sule and the surrounding cerebral substance. 
At the expiration of two or three months, 
the capsule has become perfectly distinct 
from the neighbouring parts, of dark yellow 
colour, very firm consistence, and one or two 
lines in thickness. Its inner surface is 
and moist; the coagulum is very 
firm, much reduced in size, and of brownish 
yellow colour ; in most cases, it is at some 
ints adh t to the capsule, and partially 
surrounded by a reddish fluid, which ap- 
to be exhaled by the inner surface of 
the capsule ; its quantity, relative to the firm 
coagulum, varies greatly in di t cases. 
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From this period, the capsule gradually con- 
tracts ; its parietes become attenuated, so as 
to form a very delicate network of a ferru- 
ginous colour, and interwoven with small 
blood-vessels; the coagulum further di- 
minishes in size, and, at last, completely 
loses its colour, Such are the remains of 
the extravasation, as they are found between 
the sixth and eighteenth month. At a 
twelvemonth after the attack, there exist 
but seldom any traces of the coagulum ; it 
seems, however, that the age and constitu- 
tion of the patient, the part of the brain in 
which the blood has been extravasated, the 
plau of treatment employed, and a great 
many other circumstances, exert a great in- 
fluence in shortening or lengthening the 
period during which the coagulum is ab- 
sorbed. After a complete cure, the only 
trace of the former lesion is, sometimes, a 
very small cicatrix of cellular texture, and 
but of little more density than the surround- 
ing cerebral substance ; in other cases, the 
former extravasation is replaced by a small 
cylindricul cavity filled with yellowish serum, 
and divided by septa of cellular texture into 
numerous small cavities; in other cases, 
lastly, there remains a small cyst filled with 
serum, without any trace of the coagulum, 
Where the extravasation had taken place 
near a lateral ventricle, or the external sur- 
face of the brain, there is generally a slight 
depression visible externally, 

Sometimes there exists more than one 
centre of extravasation, and, in numerous 
cases, it seems that the hwmorrhagic cavity 
originally results from the reunion of several 
smaller ones. There are even cases on re- 
cord of hemorrhage having taken place at 
the same time in the tissue of the brain and 
the cerebellum. 

In a great number of apoplectic patients, 
the first attack is attended with incomplete 
paralysis, and hardly any disturbance of the 
intellectual faculties ; while the second at- 
tack often throws the patient into complete 
lethargy and confirmed hemiplegia ; in such 
cases the recent hemorrhage is found to 
have taken place in the neighbourhood of 
the first ; sometimes, however, at a greater 
or less distance from it, and even in the 
opposite hemisphere. Not unfrequently 
also the symptoms of the attack gradually 
increase, and are some hours belore they 
attain to the highest degree ; this may be 
accounted for by the increase of the quan- 
tity of blood, or by the reunion of several 
hemorrhagic cavities into one. ‘The latter 
opinions are of course not confirmed by any 
fact, because these operations of nature are 
concealed from us; they are, however, so 
distinctly borne out by analogy, that they 
can hardly be objected to. Tne frequent 
cases of hemorrhagic diathesis, where the 
cellular tissue, mucous membrane of the nose, 
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lungs, stomach, and uterus, and the serous 
membranes, and parenchymatous are 
repestedly and alternately the seat of copious 
haemorrhage ; the post-mortem examinations 
after fatal hemoptoe, where numerous he- 
morrhagic indurations are found in almost 
pany b of the lungs, while in other cases 
one only bas been destroyed by a large 
extravasation, are best adapted to confirm 
this supposition. 

It might be asked, whether cerebral hz- 
morrhage takes place by rupture of the 
vessels, or by exhalation of blood? The 
former, certainly, very often occurs, espe- 
cially in the larger blood-vessels of the brain. 
This is not, however, sufficient to convince 
us that it is the cause, and not the effect of 
the hemorrhage. We find, indeed, that 
the hwmorrhage of other parenchymatous 
organs, as, for instance, of the lungs, is but 

jom accompanied by rupture of the ves- 
sels, which is only observed in those cases 
where the pulmonary tissue has been de- 


stroyed to a great extent, and where it is as 


Teasonable to suppose the of the, 


vessels is subsequent to the hemorrhage. | 
The same happens in the spleen, where, | 
after intermittent fever, the tissue is | 
often filled with a large quantity of blood, | 
without any laceration of the vessels. It 


recognised for a considerable time before 
the patient’s death.—_La Clinique. 


TREATMENT OF VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA, 
BY SUTURE. 


Iy our last Number, page 701, we gave 
an account of a case of vesico-vagin 
tule, in which M. Roux, of La Charité, had 
applied the twisted suture, but which had 
proved fatal a few days after the o i 
The following case, in which M. Lalle- 
mand’s method was employed with better 
success, is extracted from the Raccoglitore 
Medico, a journa) published at Bologna, 

Maria Reggiani, etat. 22, after a ve 
difficult labour with her first child, was af- 
fected with a vagino-vesical fistula, the 
opening of which was so large, thata finger 
could be through it into the bladder, 
After having been subjected during eight 
months to several methods of treatment, 
without any effect, she applied to Dr. Mala- 
godi, of Bologna, who, on the 28th of Aug, 
1828, with the assistance of Drs. Monte- 
bugnoli and Rosaspina, performed the fol- 
lowing operation :—The patient having been 
placed in the same situation as for lithotomy, 
the operator introduced the fore-finger of his 


appears, accordingly, that in the first stage | right hand into the fistula, and by bending 
of cerebral hemorrhage, the blood is ex- the two upper phalanges, drew it down as 
haled into the tissue of the brain, but that,much as possible towerds the aperture of 
during the subsequent reunion of several | the vagina, and made a semilunar incision 
smaller extravasations, the texture is torn | on one side of it upon the fore-finger, which 
and the vessels are lacerated. was guarded by asheath. Another incision 

After the hemorrhage, the cerebral tissue | having been performed on the right side of 
becomes the seat of a more or less intense the fistula, and its indurated edges removed, 
inflammation, partly in consequence of the | three sutures were applied by means of 
mechanical lesion, partly, perhaps, because | small curved needles, so as to produce a per- 


the coagulum acts as an irritating substance. 
Infiltration and softening of the cerebral pulp 
round the coagulum, are the necessary re- 
sults of this inflammation, the effects of 
which are, however, often found, even at a 

iderable distauce from it. Some patho- 
logists are, indeed, of opinion, that inflam- 
mation and softening of the brain precedes, 
and is even the cause of, the extravasation 
into the cerebral substance: however, the 
circumstance of apoplexy mostly taking 
place suddenly and without being pre- 
ceded by any precursory symptoms, indi- 
catory of an important lesion of the brain, 
appears to refute this theory, which, at 
best, is applicable to those few cases only, 
where such symptoms have been observed 
before the attack of apoplexy. At the post- 
mortem examination of a young man, who 
apparently died from chronic encephalitis, 
the author found a great quantity of ex- 
travasated blood in the centre of a softened 
and almost diffluent substance of the brain, 
the inflammation, and morbid alteration of 


the substance of which, had been clearly 


fect closure of the fistulous aperture, which 
was covered with a piece of lint. The pa- 
tient having been removed to her bed, was 
placed on her back, and an elastic catheter 
introduced and kept in the bladder, On the 
following day, no urine was found to hav 
escaped through the fistula, but on the third, 
the lint in the vagina was found slightly 
moistened with it. On the fourth day the 
wound was examined, and found to have 
completely united at its two upper thirds. 
The lowest suture had cut through the left 
edge of the wound, and there remained an 
aperture of nearly the third part of its former 
size. The application of the nitrate of silver, 
which had been repeatedly used before the 
operation, was, after three weeks, attended 
with great amelioration, and having been 
continued for some weeks longer, the open- 
ing completely heuled, so that the patient 
was perfectly cured by the beginning of Ja- 
nuary. For about a month after the opera- 
tion, the catheter was constaatly kept ia the 
bladder. 


TREATMENT OF SPINAL CURVATURE—APPa- 
RATUS, AND CASES. 


By Mr. T. Suevprake. 


In my last Jetter, I endeavoured to show, 
that attempts to stretch the distorted spine, 
by forcibly raising the head, have always 
been ineffectual, as well as productive of 
serious injuries to those upon whom such 
attempts have been made. I shall now say 
a few words of the instrument which I in- 
vented, and made public so long ago as the 
year 1782, and of its effects in the cases of 
those patients to whom it has been properly 
applied. Within afew years, however, I 
have brought to perfection a more perfect 
method of curing spinal curvature; one 
which does not involve the application of 
any mechanical instrument to the person of 
the patients; so that I now do not use my 
own long-tried and approved invention, ex- 
cept upon those patients who cannot, from 
peculiar circumstances, be subjected to a 
more perfect mode of treatment ; as, how- 
ever, it has always been found useful, and 
is not properly known beyond my own prac- 
tice, has been very awkwardly pirated, and 
misrepresented, I shall, perhaps, be per- 
mitted to explain its principles, for the in- 
formation of those to whom it may be useful. 

You and your professional readers will un- 
derstand the great difference there is be- 
tween attempting to stretch the spine, by 
forcibly pulling up the head with all the 
power that can applied to it, which 

wer is rendered useless, because it forces 
into violent action every muscle: that is 
connected with the head, spine, pelvis, and 
parts connected with them. I showed in 
my last, that this power of the muscles must 
necessarily be exerted in counteracting all 
such attempts to stretch the spine, and that, 
as regards the suspension of the head, if such 
suspension were not used, the body would 
be injured by its pressure. To make this 
practice more intelligible, I will describe 
some cases. 

Case 1.—A boy, who was eight years 
old, had curvature in the spine, attended 
with paralysis of the lower extremities ; 
those of the lumbar vertebra projected di- 
rectly outwards, He was, for this complaint, 
treated by the process that was employed by 
Pott; large issues were made by caustics on 
each side the projecting vertebra, and a con- 
siderable discharge was kept up. Under 
this treatment the patient recovered the use 
of his legs, and a certain degree of health ; 
as the command of his legs was useless, un- 
less he availed himself of it, he was advised 
to walk cautiously, and to rest when he felt 
fatigued ; in this course he proceeded several 
months, during which time he had the full 
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use of his legs, but his health rapidly de- 
clined ; his body, from the pelvis upwards, 
became more deformed, and he breathed 
with increasing difficulty. While in this 
condition, medicine was administered in 
every form that the most eminent practi- 
tioners could suggest, but without advan- 
tage, and the symptoms regularly in- 
creased, until nothing was left to be expect- 
ed but his speedy dissolution. 

While in this condition, some person, who 
had received professional services from me, 
advised that I should be Ited; the 
family lived at the distance of one hundred 
and twenty miles from London, and the 
patient was so weak, that it was with the 
greatest difficulty he could be brought to 
town, but at last I did see him. It appeared 
to me that all the evils he now suffered, 
were consequent on the state in which bis 
spine must have remained, after the disease 
that had produced paralysis of the extremi- 
ties was removed ; it was certain that caries 
had destroyed a considerable portion of three 
vertebra ; to what extent, however, it was 
impossible to ascertain, while the patient 
was alive ; it was probable that a healthy 
state of the remaining parts had been re- 
stored, and it was possible that callus might 
shoot out from every point of the now 
healthy vertebrae, and proceed, as callus 
will do, till it filled up the space rendered 
void by thedisease. If this course had been 
taken at the time the patient was first re- 
stored to health, that health would have re- 
mained ; but, from the state in which he 
was when I first saw him, it appeared to me 
that there was no chance of saving his life, 
but by adopting the plan that I had sug- 
gested for the treatment of similar cases in 
my first publicatioa on this subject, in the 
year 1782, and the description of which by 
the ‘* Critical Reviewer” of that day, was 
given in my last letter. 

This plan consisted, first, of a contrivance 
which combined several steel springs in such 
a manner, that, when put together and co- 
vered with soft materials, it formed an exact 
counterpart to those parts of the pelvis on 
which it was intended to rest. When com- 
pleted, it formed an immoveable hollow body, 
so fitting upon the external parts of the pel- 
vis, as to cause no interruption to the ac- 
tion of the thighs, either in walking or sit- 
ting, while the hollow parts fitted exactly 
upon the ilium on each side, pressing 
equally upon the whole, without pain or un- 
easiness of any kind, in whatever situation 
the patient might be placed. The next part 
of the contrivance was that by which I ob- 
tained a firm hold upon the head, without 
any means visible toa by-stander, the whole 
being concealed by a cap, or head dress of 
any kind that the patient might choose to 
wear, and without any thing under the chin, 
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so that the patients who were subjected 
treatinent not gibbetted,” as 

t. Abernethy has elegantly and surgi- 
cally ame it, nor did they suffer any of 
the other evil effects attending the gibbet- 
ting process. An evil that is equal in de- 
gree, and superior in duration to any other 
in this mode of stretching the spine, is 
that of craning up the head, & la mode de 
Vacher, by passing straps under the chin. 
The straps are drawn tight and close to the 
lower jaw on each side ; the inevitable con- 
sequence of this practice is, an indentation 
in that part of the face, which destroys its 
beauty, when it possesses any, and in every 
case fixes an indelible peculiarity, which is 
by no means agreeable, for the rest of the 
patient’s life, 

The two parts I have described, were 
connected together by others, particular care 
being taken to prevent pressure of any kind 
upon such ‘parts of the body as the projecting 
vertebral process, issues, &c., and which 
care greatly contributed, of course, to re- 
Store them to their healthy state. The ap- 
paratus was further contrived to allow of 
alterations in it of any necessary kind. 

When this apparatus was completed, I 
proceeded to apply it to the patient, by 
placing one hand under the chin, the other 
under the occiput, raising them both in the 
most gentle manner, till the patient was 
relieved from his difficulty breathing, 
and when I found the symptoms of uneasi- 
ness approach, I desisted from all attempts 
to raise his head higher, and fixed it in a 
Bituation that prevented it from falling into 
its former position again, At the same 
time he had the power of moving his head 
in a circular direction, without inconve- 
nience. After he had been well accus- 

to remain in this condition, he was 
encouraged to walk, or to take other exer- 
cise, as he pleased ; thus situated, he stated 
that he was as comfortable as when seated 
iu an easy chair, He was then left under 
the influence of proper medicines, diet, &c., 
till he recovered his health, without any 
further deterioration of his form; his reco- 
very in that particular was never tried, and 
in all probability it would have failed had it 
been made, and his life been sacrificed to 
the imprudent attempt, 

After this patient had continued within 
my view for two or three years, | saw him no 
more, and ceased even to think of bim, until 
1 was, by accident, informed, that he was 
alive, in good health, and possessing as 
much activity as the peculiarity of his form 
would admit: in this respect, his form did 
not differ from what it was when the origi- 
nal disease was removed. 

| have given this case, in preference to 
others of a more recent date, because it 


shows all the consequences of this mode of 


to|treatment ; this tleman has enjoyed 


thirty years of th, and whatever happi- 
ness his condition would allow, whereas, if 
any other course had been followed, his days 
would soon have been numbered. You will 
perceive that this treatment was by sus- 
pension of the head, so as to prevent its 
pressure from increasing the deformity and 
deranging the action of the whole body. 

1 will now give another case, to show the 
value of this treatment, while the cure of 
what has been called “ Pott’s curvature,” 
by the application of issues, is going on. 

When General Dumoutier resided in this 
country, he had a daughter, more than twelve 
years old, with a bad case of spinal curva- 
ture ; it was one of those cases in which 
female influence was exerted to employ 
stay-makers, and other persons of that class, 
for its cure, of which they were all certain ; 
at least so they promised; but, motwith- 
standing those promises, her deformity in- 
creased, her health declined very rapidly, 
and the General was advised to consult 
with me. I found that several of the dorsal 
vertebra projected directly outwards, to an 
extent which indicated that the vertebra had 
received great injury ; the thorax was much 
distorted, and the weakness of her legs, as 
well as the ill state of her general health, 
indicated that paralysis of the lower ex- 
tremities would soon come on. I explained 
my opinion to the General, and advised 
him to seek such other advice as he was 
desirous of obtaining. He consulted Mr, 
Heaviside, who coincided in my view of the 
case, and recommended that Pett’s treat- 
ment, the forming extensive issues on each 
side of the curvature,jshould be adopted 
In addition, he agreed to suspend the head, 
according to the plan that I had proposed, 
as that would prevent increase of the distor- 
tion, irritation of the diseased parts, and 
give every opportunity for the discharge of 
the issues. Moderate exercise in the open 
air, instead of confinement to a sick bed, the 
invariable practice of Pott and his disciples, 
with proper attention to diet and medicine, 
would, it was agreed, afford every chance 
for recovery that was ible. i his plan 
was carried into execution under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Heaviside ; it was left to me to 
regulate the use of my own instrument, 80 
as to have no extension of the spine, a plan 
which would only have irritated the disease 
in the vertebra, increased the curvature, 
and ended in the destruction of the patient, 
as is commonly the case in attempts to 
stretch the vertebral column. 

This young lady continued under the care 
of Mr. Iieaviside about two years ; at the 
end of that time she regained her bealth and 
activity. The projection of the vertebre 
continued as it was when I first saw her ; 
there was no increase of the distortion, nor 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SPINAL CURVATURE. 


any symptom which indicated that any dis- 
oud remained in the spine. The probabi. 
lity is, that the disease was entirely eradi- 
cated ; that callus was formed to supply the 
loss of whacever bony matter had been re- 
moved, and all the consequences were pre- 
vented which must otherwise have ensued. 
I saw this young lady many times afterwards 
while she continued in England, and, as long 
as I had opportunities of seeing her, she 
continued in good health. 

One circumstance in this case is worthy 
of observation. Mr. Heaviside made the 
issues by incision, G 1 Du ier 
chose to be present when they were made, 
and afterwards declared, both to Mr. Hea- 
viside and myself, that he suffered more 
meatal anguish in witnessing this operation 
than he had suffered in all the engagements 
he had witnessed put together. Human 
nature is composed of strange materials,— 
This wholesale destroyer of human life could 
eut down his Genel and ten thousand of 
human beings, with no other feeling than 
that of a desire to cut down as many more ; 
yet he trembled at the sight of an operation 
of no very terrific appearance, performed 
upon @ young child, done to restore her to 
health, and perhaps to save her life. 

This is one of the many cases which I 
could produce to show that the adoption of 
this practice, in the earliest stages of this 
disease, affords, what | may call, a certainty 
of stopping its progress. I see patients in 
every direction, who, in early life, were 
subjected to its ravages, and who, by adopt- 
ing the treatment 1 have described, were 
secured from its effects, and are now ap- 
proaching old age. When a professional 
man is himself convinced of the propriety of 
following the course that has been described, 
the great difficulty he has to encounter is 
to persuade his patients, or their friends, to 
submit to the proper treatment in the ear- 
ly 9 of the disease, at which time it 
may used with the greatest advantage. 
A single point, formed by one spinal pro- 
cess, appears to project outwards, either 
among the dorsal or the lumbar vertebra ; 
the child complains of pains in that part of 
the back which is near it, and perhaps of 
irregularity in the action of the legs, Ifa 
surgeon be consulted who understands the 
facts, and proposes the proper remedy, upon 
the ground that the existence of the disease 
is certain, and therefore the sooner the only 
effectual remedy is applied the better it will 
be for the patient ; this, as Abernethy said 
upon another occasion, the parents will not 
believe ; they will not believe that a little 
projection, such as that which they see, 
can require such serious treatment; they 
will consider about it, and consult their 
friends, Every friend who is consulted has 
some infallible remedy to propose, and nu- 


713 
merous remedies are brought into 


view. in a multitude of counsellors there 
is said to be wisdom, but in these cases 
there is nothing bat folly. The stay-maker, 
the shape-mender, the spine-stretcher, are 
brought into play; and when, by their 
united exertions, the paticnt’s disease and 
deformity are increased, the constitution is 
ruined, and life endangered. K is 
again bad to the surgeon, who is at last 
seriously consulted, and may think himself 
fortunate if even he saves that life with au 
injured constitution, which he might, with 
ease, have preserved in good health, if a 
rational system of treatment had been acted 
upon when he was first consulted. 1 saw 
many such cases during several years in 
which they were under the care of Mr. 
Ford. He always insisted, as soon as he 
saw the decided projection of a single ver- 
tebra, not only upon forming issues to keep 
the discharge in the neighbourhood of the 
disease ; but upon suspending the head as 
I have described, and upon keeping the 
patient, as much as circumstances would 
permit, in the open air, with easy exercise, 
and attention to diet and medicine. He in 
variably followed this course of treatment 
when he was allowed to act for himself, and 
when he did so, I never knew him lose a 
single patient. When they applied to him, 
after they had long persevered in a different 
course, and brought themselves into a dan- 
gerous situation, he, like others, had his 
imperfect cures and his total failures; but 
the uniformity of his success, when his pa- 
tients from the beginning followed the 
course that he prescribed, indelibly fixed it 
upon my mind, that this is the course which, 
in the treatment of this class of spinal cur- 
vatures, ought to be followed to ensure suc- 
cess. Iam, Sir, yours, &c. 


T. Suevpraxe. 
43, Allsop Terrace. 


NOTE FROM MR. SHELDRAKE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—I am not, in any manner, acquaint- 
ed with your correspondent, Mr, J. H. Hea- 


ton, of Tickhill ; I will not, therefore, speak 
of him further than to say, that if I have 
written any thing that is unintelligible, in- 
correct, or untrue, that is a matter of fact 
which may be demonstrated ; and if Mr. J. 
H. Heaton can, and will perform such de- 
monstration, the profession and the public 
will be benefited, and I shall stand correct- 
ed and improved, for which I shall be very 
thankful. And am yours, &c. 


T. Suetpraxe. 
43, Allsop Terrace. 
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CASE OF GASTRO-ENTERO-CEPHALITIS, AT- 
TENDED WITH MALIGNANT SYMPTOMS, 
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED. 


By M. Brovssais. 


Tne tenth volume of the Annals of the 
Physiological Medicine, contains a case of 
typhus gravior, by M. Broussais, which we 
have been tempted to translate for the peru- 
sal of the British physician. It is every 
way worthy of bis serious consideration ; a 
most violent form of fever, attended with 
alarming symptoms, finally overcome by 
means so simple, and apparently so ineffica- 
cious, as to astonish the active practitioner. 
Could we have the courage to follow pari 
passu the founder of the physiological me- 
dicine, and rely on similar means in the 
treatment of our fatal forms of fever, there is 
reason to believe that we should less fre- 
quently have to deplore the inefficacy of our 
art, and perhaps never the hurtful tenden- 


epistaxis supervened during the night, which 
sensibly reheved him. ‘Ten leeches to the 
anus; emollient fomentations to the abdo- 
men; gum water.—2d. The night was 
calmer than yesterday j a slight remission 
of the symptoms. Aggravation of the 
inflammatory symptoms; alvine disc 

less frequent, tension of the abdomen; 
lirium during the night.—4th. M. Brous- 
sais is called to the patient; redness of the 
tongue more circumscribed, appetency for 
cold drinks; epigastrium tumefied, tense, 
hot, and very painful; stools sup ressed, 
urine scanty and high coloured, with enwo- 
rema; delirium at times furious, subsultus 
tendinum ; pulse quick, small, and corded. 
Fifteen leeches to the epigastrium, five to 
each temple ; refrigerant applications to the 
head ; gum water for drink.—5th. Tongue 
dry, very red towards its point, covered with 
a fuliginous coat, and the patient scarce! 
able to extend it beyond the lips; brea’ 


cies of our remedies. Let the stimulat 
meditate on this case, and compare it with 
similar ones in their own hands. The de- 
tails might have been considerably abridged 
without detriment, but we theught it better 
to give them in full; for the case may be 
considered, as it regards the power of anti- 
istic treatment in these fevers, a spe- 
cimen of many others scattered through the 
volumes of that valuable journal. 

Henry Bethune, student of medicine, 
aged 20, of plethoric, robust, and well- 
constituted habit of body, has been occa- 
sionally subject to derangement of the di- 
gestive function, which he usually treated 
with emetics. He has lived in Paris for the 
last eighteen months, and had more frequent 
attacks of this complaint, attended with 
violent headach, aggravated, no doubt, by 
his constant application to study.” He had 
been for some days suffering from this com- 
plaint, without, however, relinquishing his 
daily pursuits, when on the 26th of Febru- 
ary he took a walk with a friend, during bad 
weather, beyond the city, and returned to 
his lodgings in the evening affected with 
fever. The next day he was in the follow- 
ing state; tongue coated with white fur, 
slightly red at the point and edges ; mouth 
clammy, anorexia, thirst, nausea, tenderness 
ofthe epigastrium, diarrhea, pulse frequent, 
hard, and full; superorbital pain; sleep 
frequently disturbed, contusive pains of the 
limbs. Venesection; perfect quietude ; 
abstinence; milk and water for drink.— 
28th. Same state as yesterday; only the 

is less tense, the headach less vio- 


9 | fetid ; ible diminution of the pain and 


tension of the epigastrium ; hypogastrium 
now tense and painful; borborygmi, dis- 
charges of fetid gas per anum; dysury, 
continuance of delirium, with loquacity al- 
ternating with muttering, carphology, sub- 
sultus tendinum ; eyes haggard, hallucina- 
tion, stupor, continual efforts to uncover the 
extremities, pulse small and quick. Towards 
night there succeeded to these symptoms a 
deep comatose state, Six leeches to the 
hypogastrium ; refrigerants to the head.— 
6th. A very copious epistaxis came on about 
four in the momning, preceded by heat and 
redness of the face ; the hamorrhage conti- 
nued to flow during the day and following 
night. In consequence of this the patient 
gradually became more rational and collect- 
ed; the countenance resumed its expres- 
sion, the pulse rose, became fuller and less 
frequent ; the tongue moister, and the hypo- 
gastrium more supple. Emollient cataplasms 
to the abdomen; continuation of refrige- 
rants to the head.—7ih, Patient sensibly 
better. The Songne is less red, and its sooty 

ti : ab . 
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urine sufficiently abundant, free, a no 
longer high coloured. He has had a copious 
alvine evacuation, very fetid, and us black 
es ink; (he had swallowed a great quantity 
of blood ;) pulse less frequent and hard ; 
thirst very great. The arrival of the pa- 
tient’s relatives afforded him gratification, 
aud he conversed with them composedly. 
Small enemata of cold water to be repeated 
two or three times in the day; refrigerants 
to the head.—8th. Prostration of strength, 

1 intense thirst, desire for cold 


t.—March 1st. The whole abdomen pain- 
ful on pressure, flatulency; borborygmi, 
with frequent liquid stools, pulse more fre- 
quent, not so full, but harder; bheadach 
more violent; the patient could scarcely 


J? 
drinks (he asked for a piece of ice) ; abdo- 
men has again become painful and tense ; 
no alvine discharges; urine abundant ; pulse 
again 100, Refrigerants to the abdomen ; 


| | su himself on his feet. An abundant 
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cold enemata.— 9th. Same state as last even- 
ing. Same prescription.—10th. Dryness of 
the throat ; tongue fuliginous ; greater ten- 
sion of the hypogastrium ; bowels continue 
costive; frequent desire to pass urine ; 
slight cough; transitory delirium ; conti- 
nual eyes turned convulsively 
upward ; subsultas tendinum. Six leeches 
to the hypogastrium ; emollient cataplasms 
to the abdomen instead of the refrigerants. — 
11th. Abdomen nearly in the same state ; 
hardness in the left iliac region, attributed 
to the distention of the sigmoid flexure of 
the colon, The leech-bites surrounded with 
a livid areola; frequent desire to void urine, 
especially after drinking much; it is pale 
and limpid; slight cough, pulse less fre- 
quent; somnolency. A small enema of cold 
water, emollient cataplasms to the abdo- 
men ; acidulated barley-water for drink.— 
12th. Much the same as last evening. Skin 
dry, with acrid heat. An oily enema given, 
which produced two scanty, fetid, and black 
stools.—13th. Copious stools during the 
night, of the same odour and colour as the 
preceding ones. Face pale, bluish, espe- 
cially about the eyes; tongue, teeth, and 
lips, covered with dark es; speech dif- 
ficult; abdomen swollen and tense ; thirst 
less; urine scanty; pulse frequent and 
small ; cough trifling; delirium transitory. 
Cold applications to the abdomen. Cough 
increased during the night; became very 
harassing, and without expectoration; re- 
—- frequent; cheeks flushed ; deli- 
constant; pulse very frequent, smail 

and corded; thirst very intense. Twelve 
leeches over the lower part of the sternum ; 
emallients to the abdomen and chest, in- 
stead of refrigerants.—14ib. Cough and 
disordered respiration nearly ceased ; face 
flushed instead of being pale; pulse less 
frequent and fuller; tongue cleaning off; 
thirst abated ; speech freer ; abdomen less 
tense ; urine not so abundant; stools less 
copious ; delirium transitory; the patient 
asks for food, The subsultus tendinum con- 
tinues, Emollient enema ; emollient fomen- 
tations to the abdomen.—15th. Complexion 
clearer ; expression of the countenance more 
natural; great desire for food; he talks 
= of eating ; the sordes on the tongue 
and lips has nearly disappeared ; he can put 
out his tongue with facility ; abdomen sup- 
, except in the right iliac region ; has 
two stools during the night; pulse less 
frequent ; cough has ceased ; delirium very 
slight. Same prescription. —i6th, Exacer- 
bation during the night; delirium, agita- 
tion, subsultus tendinum; pulse frequent 
and fuller; cough, with respira- 
tion ; tongue and lips again covered with 
sordes; speech embarrassed ; thirst more 
moderate ; the patient talks continually about 
eating ; men swollen and tense, espe- 


cially in the bh ic region; costive ; 
discharge of urine scanty and involuntary. 
Twelve leeches to the hypogastrium dur- 
ing the exacerbation ; emollient fomenta- 
tions ; enemata.—17th. Great prostration of 
strength ; face pale and dingy ; eyes dull 
and sunken; cheeks and temples hollow ; 
deep stupor; lies immoveable on his back, 
with constant tendency to slide down in the 
bed; arms perfectly relaxed and powerless ; 
takes no notice of any thing ; the organs of 
sense greatly blunted ; continual moaning ; 
lips, teeth, and tongue dry, and covere 

with brown sordes; deglutition difficult ; 
refuses drink, which seems to pass into the 
stomach mechanically ; cough; respiration 
at times laborious ; pulse frequent, small, 
and impeded; heat diminished ; abdomen 
sunken and flaccid; involuntary discharges 
of urine ; the body exhales a strong odour of 
mice ; costive. Sinapisms to the legs; gum- 
water, with a sixth part of milk for drink,— 
The patient scarcely moves his legs; the 
sinapisms, though very irritating, have pro- 
duced but slight redness; pulse almost in- 
sensible, but frequent; cough continues ; 
chest sonorous ; respiration slow and easy ; 
the patient is roused from his stupor with 
difficulty ; abdomen greatly sunken. Sina- 
pisms.—19th. Stupor and drowsiness less 
profound ; the patient recognises those about 
him, and answers tardily, but distinctly, to 
questions ; deglutition better; pulse fuller 
and less frequent; cough moderated, and 
attended with expectoration; voluntary dis- 
charge of urine; patient lays on his side ; 
the surface of the body uniformly warm. 
Gum-water, with milk and rice-water, for 
drink.— 20th, The night has been calm, as 
well as the greater part of this day ; an ex- 
acerbation at night; cheeks flushed ; tongue 
dry and coated ; cough more urgent; pulse 
frequent and full; heat augmented ; urine 
discharged involuntarily ; lies on his side ; 
a large eschar has taken place over the sa- 
crum. Diluted gum-water for drink ; emol- 
lient enemata.—2ist. ‘lowards morning the 
somnolency ceased, and the patient became 
rational; thirst great; desire for food; 
tongue moist and cleaning off ; cough slight ; 
pulse less frequent. Great prostration of 
strength, with emaciation ; urine discharged 
voluntarily ; bowels so torpid that the ene- 
mata are not discharged. At night a simi- 
lar exacerbation as the preceding day, with 
cbstinate drowsiness, taciturnity, stupor, 
moaning, cough, subsultus tendinum ; fre- 
quent and small pulse ; involuntary discharge 
of urine; lies immoveable in supination, 
Sinapisms, enemata, gum-water.— 22d, Dur- 
ing the day the same state as last night. 
Sinapisms have produced uo effect ; exacer- 


jbation at night. Same prescription.—23d. 


Same as yesterday; at night the cough is 
more frequent ; the patient seems gay and 
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talks much; continued emaciation ; a co- 
pee stool obtained by an enema.—?4th. 

othing particular; exacerbation at nixht. 
Gum water for drink; enemata.— 25th. 
Cough very frequent; respiration accele- 
rated; surface of the chest hot; cheeks 
flushed ; pulse frequent ; delirium ; agitation ; 
refuses drink ; breath fetid; urine discharged 
involuntarily ; he continually uncovers him- 
self, and complains of a weight on his chest, 
which threatens to suffocate him, Emulsion 
for cough ; enema; cataplasm over the chest. 
—2éth. Patient much agitated during the 
night ; cough frequent, and constant deli- 
rium ; more calm in the morning ; less pul- 
monary affection; @ desire to void urine, 
Emulsion ; enemata; tepid drinks,—27th, 
Same state; remission during the day; ex- 
acerbation at night. Same prescription.— 
28th, Nothing particular; cough relieved ; 

ulse soft but frequent; the excretions very 

tid, especially at night; patient continu- 
ally uncovers himself; complains of the 
least weight on the abdomen; talks con- 
tinually about eating and returning home ; 
delirium constant even during the day.— 
29th, 30th, Sist. Same state. Enemata.— 
April ist. Cough trifling; pulse frequent, 
and tongue dry during the exacerbation ; no 
thirst ; great desire for food ; bowels open- 
ed; urine scanty and high’ coloured. Ene- 
mata ; small quantity of decoction of arrow- 
root.—2d. Cough increased ; pulse frequent; 
skin hot; cheeks flushed; delirium aggra- 
vated; urine suppressed; bowels costive, 
Calming potion; gum-water; enemata,— 
3d and ath. Cough trifling; pulse soft and 
small in the day; frequent at night; also 
at this time tongue dry, and speech embar- 
rassed ; p' ssive emaciation ; eschar over 
the sacrum detaching with abundant suppu- 
ration; great desire for food; sleep at 
night ; urine turbid and scanty ; less fwtor 
of excretions. Starch enemata; arrow-root. 
—5th, 6th, 7th, 8th. Cough ceased; pulse 
still frequent, from 90 to 95; emaciation 
extreme ; tongue coated and dry; no thirst; 
urine scanty and turbid; lips red; senses 
of sight and hearing morbidly acute ; great 
desire for food; the enemata have brought 
away a small quantity of hardened feces; 
eschar detached ; the surrounding parts in- 
flamed, and very painful ; hips and elbows 
on the point of ulcerating ; a phlegmon in 
the integuments of the hypogastrium. Ene- 
mata; gruel, rice-cream, vegetable broth.— 
9th, 10th. Pulse not nearly so frequent ; 
tongue moist and clean; speech natural ; 
rational ; moderate discharge from ulcer on 
the sacrum ; phlegmon on abdomen opened. 
Rice-cream ; diluted milk; smail quantity 
of animal broth. From this time the food 
was gradually made more nourishing, and 
the patient gained sufficient strength to 
leave his chamber in a month, and finally 


recovered his original health and strength, 
with the loss of his 
Journal, 


A Treatise on the Nature and Cure of In- 
testinal Worms of the Human Body. 
By Surgeon. 

[Concluded from p. 696.) 


Tr has been observed that the inhabitants 
of some countries, and even some districts of 
the same country, are much more liable to 
worms than others, but this cannot be re- 
ferred to any peculiar cause. The inha- 
bitants of the low and marshy plains of 
Holland, and the mountaineers of Switzer- 
lane, are both particularly liable to worm 
affections. ‘The former chiefly feed on fish, 
milk, and bread, and the latter consume 
much milk, butter, and cheese. Pallas is of 
opinion that the inhabitants of cities are 
more liable to worms than those of the 
country ; and that all animals which live on 
flesh, are more subject to the disease, than 
the graminivorous species. Bremser, how- 
ever, maintains an opposite doctrine. 

“Ttis probable, too, that a diet not suffi- 
ciently stimulating, as one entirely com- 
posed of farineceous and vegetable matter, 
may be followed by the same consequences. 
Salt, from its stimulating qualities, is known 
to be a preventive of worms. Lord Somer- 
ville, in his address to the Board of Agri- 
culture, relates the following circumstance : 
‘ The ancient laws of Holland ordained men 
to be kept on bread alone, unmixed with 
salt, as the severest punishment that could 
be inflicted upon them in their moist cli- 
mate. The effect was horrible; these 
wretched criminals are said to have been de- 
voured by worms engendered in their own 
stomachs.’ Salt, too, when given to grami- 
nivorous animals, besides its other beneficial 
effects as a stimulant, is of advantage in 
causing the destruction of the various in- 
testinal worms to which this class of ani- 
mals are liable. For this purpose, it has 
also been used as a remedy for sheep with 
| diseased livers ; which disease is frequently 
caused by the lodgment of a iar worm 
in that viseus.”—p. 32. 

The author enumerates five different spe- 
cies as inhabiting the alimentary canal : 
trichocephalus dispar, oxyuris vermicularis, 
ascaris lumbricoides, bothriocephalus latus, 
and tenia solium; and eight species found 
in other parts of the body : filaria medinen- 
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sis, hamylaria subcompressa, strongylus 
gigas, distoma hepaticum, polystoma pin- 
guicola, cysticercus cellulose, echinococcus, 
and oxyuris angulata. 

“ Trichocephalus dispar, the long thread- 
worm, when full grown, is in breadth the 
sixteenth part of an inch, and in length from 
one and a half to two inches, The anterior 

t of the worm is small and capillary, 
ing two-thirds of its length: it termi- 
nates in an acute point, where the mouth is 
situated. The posterior part swells out toa 
considerable size ; and, in the male, is twist- 
ed round in a spiral form. The alimentary 
canal rups in a direct line from the anterior 
capillary part, which is striated crossways, 
extending h the posterior thick part 
to the tail, In this posterior part are found 
the spermatic vessels convoluted, or folded 
back upon themselves, and which terminate 
at the extremity of the tail; in the male, in 
a small transparent tube or penis; in the 
female, in a kind of vagina. 

“The male is a little smaller than the 
female, and 80 pointed towards the com- 
mencement of the head, that the opening of 
the mouth is scarcely perceptible. The fe- 
male is distinguished from the male by hav- 
ing a somewhat longer anterior capillary 

t, and from the posterior part being rarely 

nd bent ina spiral form. In this poste- 
rior part, in the female, are found the ovi- 
ducts and eggs, of an elliptic form, placed 
about the intestinal tube. There is, at the 
extremity, a small ning, which may 
serve at the same time for anus and vagina, 

** This animal is supplied with a cuticle, 
a cutis, or true skin, and a set of annular 
muscles; its colour is most generally white, 
although sometimes assuming the tinge of 
the aliments among which it is found. 

“* This species is found generally in the 
large intestines, but most frequently in the 
cecum: occasionally they are to be met 
with in the rectum ; and some report, that 
they have found them in the jejunum, and 
inferior part of the ilium. 

“It is called trichocephalus, from the 
Greek words tpixos and KepaAt, capillary, 
or hair-headed. 

ad ris vermicularis, the maw or 
thread worm.—The male of this worm is, in 
length, about one line to one line and a half, 
and of the thickness of a piece of fine 
thread, very elastic, and of a white or 
yellowish colour. The head is obtuse, and 
covered with a thin transparent membrane, 
in the middle of which is a small aperture, 
where is perceived a straight tube, which is 
the agus of the animal. The body 
becomes gradually thicker towards the tail, 
which is convoluted, or turned up in a spiral 


“The female is larger and longer, by 


three or four lines, than the male, which it 
resembles exactly in the structure of its an- 
terior part, till place where the stomach 
terminates. At this place the alimentary 
canal is surrounded on both sides by the 
oviducts, which swell it out considerably, 
The body then suddenly contracts in diame- 
ter, and gradually tapers away to the tail, 
which is bodkin-shaped, and so fine as 
scarcely to be perceived by the naked eye. 
About two lines from the head, Dr. Hoo 
describes a small punctiform aperture, which 
is the termination of the uterus or the vagi- 
na of the animal. 

‘The Greeks gave to these worms the 
of acxapides, from cxapitew, saltare, 
to leap. 

“ Ascaris ides, the long round 
worm, is about the thickness of a 
quill, and from six to ten, and even fifteen, 
inches in length. Small ones, of the length 
of an inch and a half, are rare. The colour 
is generally a brownish red, but it varies 
considerably : it is clear or dark according 
to the nature and colour of the aliment with 
which the animal is filled. They are of a 
red colour, sometimes, as if they had been 
sucking water tinged with blood. When 
recently passed, they are quite transparent, 
and the viscera and organs of generation 
may be distinctly seen through the integu- 
ments; they soon, bowever, assume a light 
and opaque yellow tinge. 

“The male is smaller than the female, 
and is distinguished from the latter by hav- 
ing the end of the tail bent. The apparatus 
of generation of the male is much less in 
size than that of the female. 

“In the female the organs of generation 
fill nearly the whole cavity of the worm. 
The tail is straight ; and near the middle of 
the body is an annular depression, about the 
fourth of an inch in extent, in which is a 
very small aperture, which is the vagina. 

** These worms infest the small intestines 
of the human body, and are also found in 
those of oxen, horses, and pigs. The jeju- 
num and ilium are their most common 
abodes; but they frequently ascend into 
the stomach, from thence into the asopha- 
gus, and make their exit by the mouth and 
nostrils, It is only after the exhibition of 
vermifuge medicines that they descend to 
the lower intestines. They are also report- 
ed to have been found in the gall-bladder 
and ductus communis choledochus. 

** Bothriocephalus latus, the broad tape 
worm, consists of a head, a chain of articu- 
lations, more or less long, and a small round- 
ed tail. It isto be found in the small in- 
testines of the inhabitants of Poland, Russia, 
Switzerland, and some parts of France, but 
is not so generally met with in this country 
as the next species to be described—the 
tenia solium. 
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“Tn the i , or broad tape 
worm, the articulations are in eral 
broader than long; towards the middle of 
the body they are in shape an oblong square, 
have a regular and uniform , an 
are minutely studded with papille, which 
give them the ce of shagreen when 
viewed with alens ; each of the articulations 
has a smooth elevated fillet or band on its 
upper edge; and in young worms some- 
times contract so, that one, at first sight, 
would be apt to doubt whether they were 
joints or not. On the flattened alba of 
each of these joints, in the middle, and on 
one side only, is distinctly perceived a small 
depression, or round opening, called an oscu- 
jum or mouth: sometimes there is a second 
amall one ‘perceived, a little behind, thus 
forming a double row of oscula. 

** This worm is generally rather broader 
and thinner than the tenia solium. The 
breadth varies from one-eighth to a quarter 
ofan inch. Rudolphi mentions one even an 
inch in breadth. 

“It rarely exceeds in length from fifteen 
to twenty feet ; although Goeze asserts that 
he received one sixty ells in length, and 
‘Boerhaave makes mention of one voided 
from a Russian, thirty yards long. ‘The 
colour is generally a y white, not so 

t a white as the tenia solium ; and, 
after remaining some time in spirits of wine, 
this colour changes to a gray; hence the 
name of tenia grisea, given by Pallas.— 
p- 38. 

“* Tenia solium, the common tape worm, 
is found in the small intestines of all the 
European nations, with the exception of 
those in whom the bothriocephulus, or 
broad tape worm, is found. It is also com- 
mon among the Egyptians. 

“This worm is characterised from the 
preceding by the more irregular structure 
and form of the joints which compose its 
length. They vary much in size and shape 
in different parts of the same worm, and 
particularly in being longitudinally wrinkled, 
in place of papillose, as in the other speci 
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eighth and one-fourth of an inch 

the contraction and extension of its 

these measurements must be very inaceu- 

rate. The thickness also ~~ very much 

sometimes it is very thin an 4 go at 
times it is found thiek and o 

The head is in general ve 

sometimes so large as to be disti 

witbout the aid of a microscope. 

* This species of worm is very 
or indeed never, voided entire, and therefore 
the various accounts of its great length 
must often be very erroneous. Nothing can 
be more so than the method of estimating 
its length by the number of joints yoided ; 
for, as will be mentioned afterwards, this 
worm has the power of continually throwing 
off joints, and multiplying or producing 
others to supply their place. 

“ Tenia, of twenty-fourand thirty feet, are 
not rare, and this latter may be estimated as 
the extreme length; for, as they only in- 
habit the small intestines, which are usually 
about thirty feet in length, it is impossible 
that they can find room in these, for the 
enormous extension which some authors 
have noticed. 

* Reinlin, in his works, mentions tenie 
from forty to fifty ells in length.” 

This species of worm is hermaphrodite ; 
and that anile philosopher, Sir Tabby Car- 
lisle, remarks :— 

“In a tenia, which I obtained before it 
was dead, I observed at one part, where it 
had formed a knot upon itself, that two 
pairs of these oscula were in contact with 
each other, and were agglutinated together 
by a viscid mucus. I was not at that time 
aware of the possible nature of this con- 
nexion, and neglected preserving them in 
that state; I now t, however, that 
they were in the act of copulation, and that 
a mutual influence takes place previously to 
the formation of ova.” 


Of all writers on the subject, none are 


Aton? 


They are generally longer than they are 
broad, are of an oval, rhomboidal, oblong, 
or quadrangular shape, and have been often 
compared in appearance to _ cucumber- 
seeds. The oscula are placed on the mar- 


gin of the joints—sometimes on one side, 
sometimes on the other—from whence is 
seen a communicating canal leading to the 
ovaria, placed in an arborescent form, in the 
middle of each joint. 

« The colour of the tenia solium is gene- 
rally of a pale white, but it sometimes varies 


toa darker hue. The breadth of the worm 
varies much in the different parts through- 
out its length ; towards the head it is some- 
times not more than one-thirtieth part of an 
inch, but it gradually increases to one- 


so p to handle the science of 
propagation as this knight of midwives. Who 
so proper as a Bar, to dilate on the loves of 
the worms? May we not naturally expect 
from his pen, a complete history of their 
utero-gestation, a synopsis of their difficult 
parturitions, and a recommendation to Par- 
liament, that female worms alone be allow- 
ed to deliver the parturient ? 

Of the worms infesting other parts of the 
body, the guinea worm, the liver fluke, and 
the hydatid, are the most important. 

“« Filaria Medinensis, the Guinea Worm. 
—The guinea worm was known at a very 


jearly period, and the first mention of it is 
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by Agatharchides, born at Cneidos, four or 
i. hundred years before Christ. Plutarch 
also describes it very accurately. 

“ The form of the worm is extremely 
simple ; it is of a white colour, of the size 
of a violin-string, and of equal thickness at 
both ends, and throughout its length, ex- 
cept, perhaps, that it tapers slightly towards 
the tail, which is a little bent; its bead has 
asmall trunk, called a beard by the Per- 
sians, and which, when examined by a mi- 
croscope, seems to be furnished with small 
hairs. Some think they have discovered a 
head at both ends; while Bremser is of opi- 
nion that the inferior end may be furnished 
with generative organs, Authors are not 
well agreed about its length. Some aflirm 
that they have seen it from three to ten and 
twenty feet long. Barére states, that it is 
found six ells in length, and Dampier five or 
six yards ; Dubois saw one a yard long, and 
of the thickness of a violin-string; while 
Heath, on the contrary, among a number of 
cases which came under his notice, found 
few of them longer than nine inches, and 
the very largest forty-two inches. 

This worm is only to be found among the 
inhabitants of the torrid zone ; in Arabia, 
in the Persian Gulf, on the shores of the 
Caspian Sea, in Egypt, Abyssinia, and in 
Guinea, Europeans going to these coun- 
tries are as liable to be affected with it as 
the natives, It is not found in America, 
except among the negroes who come from 
Africa. 

«« The situation where this worm is found 
is in the cellular tissues below the integu- 
ments, most frequently of the superior and 
inferior extremities, twisting itself about 
the malleoli; but it may be found also in 
all the other parts of the body—as the scro- 
tum, the testicles, and even the external 
membrane of the eyelids. It is generally 
ip superficially, and may easily be felt ; 

ut sometimes it is deep sunk among the 
interstices of the different muscles. The 
place it occupies is generally small, bein 

coiled up circularly ; they are often foun 

to the number of twenty and even fifty in 
the same person. Various opinions have 
been advanced regarding the formation of 
this worm. Some have supposed it only a 
portion of the cellular substance, while the 
general belief is, that it is an animal en- 
dowed with life. Some again regard it as 
the larva of an insect which has deposited 
its eggs in the body. Others have con- 
founded it with the gordius aquaticus, or 
water hair-worm, which is found in stag- 
nant water, and suppose that this latter 
insect, when young, penetrates into the skin 
during bathing, or is swallowed along with 
water, either in the young state or as an 


Rudslphi, and others, reckon 


it an animal sui generis, and there is no 
doubt but it is a distinct speci 

The symptoms the existence 
of this worm in the body are—intolerable 
itching in the part, with a tamour like a 
boil, and sometimes, especially when the 
tumour is about to suppurate, slight fever, 
nausea, and general disorder of the system. 
It may, however, be in the body, without 
giving any of these indications of its ex- 
istence, for six and even twelve months, 

“ Some writers are of opinion, that as 
long as the animal is alive, it gives no trou- 
ble or uneasiness, and that the svppuration 
and pain only commence after itis dead. 

‘* Various remedies have been applied for 
it, such as poultices of onjons, of aloes, mer- 
curial frictions, volatile liniment, bleeding, 
and purging. When the supperstion has 
commenced, the best{mode of promoting it, 
and alleviating pain, is the frequent appli- 
cations of emollient poultices and warm 
fomentations. The tumour generally opens 
of itself, or it may be opened by the slight 
puncture of the lancet. The head of the 
worm then presents itself, which is then to 
be cautiously laid hold of, and gently pulled, 
day after day, till itis completely abstracted. 
| No force is to be used, and the greatest care 
is to be taken not to break the animal, as 
| we are informed, by some writers, that the 
| part remaining under the skin grows with 
redoubled vigour, and occasions often a fatal 
inflammation. The best method is to coil it 
up, as it is gradually pulled out, on a piece 
of cloth rolled up, a piece of plastic bougie, 
or small bit of wood, and, to secure it, a 
}small piece of silk is to be tied round its 
|head. The muscles in the vicinity are to 
be relaxed as much as possible during the 
process, to favour the extraction of the 
worm. 

« When there is fever, the use of pur- 
gatives, rest, and cool air, will be highly 
advantageous. 

«“ Distoma Hepaticum, the Liver Fluke.— 
These worms are found in the gall-bladder, 
‘and Dr. Bremser supposes also in the human 
liver. They are found likewise in sheep, 
horses, oxen, &e. They are in length from 
one to four lines, and one-half to one line 
in breadth, shaped somewhat like the point 
of a lancet, obtuse at their two extremities. 
The anterior opening is directed obliquely 
inwards, The neck is rounded, and of a 
dark-brown colour; the posterior opening 
of the belly is slightly prominent. A little 
lower on the belly are seen spots of an 
opaque dingy white, and a packet of tubes, 
or vessels, of a brownish colour, probably 
the oviducts, the vessels which run along 
both sides most likely forming the alimen- 
tary tubes. M. Otto thought he observed 
in these animals a nervous system. Pallas 
mentions, that he found these worms situ- 
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ated in the hepatic duct of a female subject, 
which he dissected in the auatomical amphi- 
theatre at Berlin. 

“ Echinococcus.—The hydatid is a - 
rical body, consisting of one and Soleus 
of two membranes, enclosing @ fluid most 
commonly limpid and transparent, but which 
sometimes is found of a tough, hard, and 

ue consistence. On the inner coat of 

membrane are attached a number of 

small granular bodies, which are called the 
echinococci. 


“*;Rudolphi divides the Aydatids into 
wiventes and non-viventes. He denies the 
vitality of the hydatid, rly so called, 
and supposes that the small granulous bo- 
dies, or echinococci only, which cover the 
internal surface of the membrane, are en- 
dowed with life. Bremser, on the other 
hand, is of opinion, that the vesicle is a 
distinct anima}, and that the small granula- 
tions on its internal surface are Aydatids in 
miniature, which gradually enlarging, and, 
detaching themselves from the parent cover- 
ing, become, in their turn, independent ani- 


** Sir E. Home is also of opinion, that 
hydatids are endowed with life, and that 
they are the simplest of alb animals, being 
composed entirely of one large stomach. 

“ Hydatids have been found in great 
numbers in all the textures and cavities of 
the human body, with the exception of the 
intestinal canal. Morgagni has found them 
in the brain and spinal marrow. Scmmer- 
ing discovered several in the pituitary gland ; 
and Morrach found, in the right ventricle 
of the brain of a girl, who died with all the 
symptoms of apoplexy, an hydatid three 
inches long and two in breadth.” 

The author gives rather a minute descrip- 
tion of the symptoms attending the presence 
of worms. Pallor of countenance, circum- 
scribed redness of cheeks, dimness of eyes, 
dilatation of pupils, and a dark halo around 
the supercilium ; tumefaction of nose and 
upper lip, with continued irritation, head- 
ach, throbbing in the ears, foul tongue, in- 
crease of saliva, fetid breath ; variable ap- 
petite, by fits deficient or voracious; con- 
stant sense of gnawing at the precordia, 
nausea and retching, violent gripings, espe- 
cially at the umbilicus; dejections glairy, 
and sometimes sanguine ; turbid urine, ab- 
domen hard and tense, emaciation ; troubled 
sleep, with grinding of the teeth ; indolent 
habits, irritable temper; blindness, deaf- 
ness, delirium, and even apoplectic and epi- 
leptic fits. 

«« Sometimes worms in the intestines have 
been the cause of singular idi i 


in some individuals. Delisle mentions the 


time he could not endure to hear music, 
vocal or instrumental. 

« Desarneaux, on the other hand, men- 
tions a young patient who had horrible con- 
vulsions, which continued with him till his 
death ;—he was also affected with worms. 
By accident, during one of his convulsive 
fits, he heard music, which i i 
cured him. 

«* There have been frequent cases of tem- 

loss of vision, or amaurosis, cured 

y the evacuation of worms. The following 

case of death, in all probability caused by 
worms, is related by Campedon :— 

“ A male patient died after suffering a 
violent colic for 24 hours. On opening the 
body, the cecum and part of the colon were 
found filled and completely distended by a 
mass of ascarides. No less than 367 of these 
worms were found, each six inches in length. 
The intestines had become inflamed, and 
passed into a gangrenous state. 

M. Serres relates the case of a child, three 
years old, who was bit by an angry dog. 
Six months afterwards, all the symptoms of 
hydrophobia showed themselves, and she 
died soon after. An inspection of the body 
showed that the brain, the spinal marrow, 
the lungs, and larynx, were in a healthy 
state ; the stomach contained nothing ex- 
traordinary, but the small intestines were 
filled with ascarides, which completely ob- 
structed their cavity. The number of these 
animals was very considerable; and M. 
Serres was disposed to attribute the death 
of this child to the worms, and not to hy- 
drophobia. 

*« Dr. Bremser relates the case of an epi- 
leptic patient, whom he completely cured by 
the use of anthelminthicks :— 

** In 1816, he saw a young person of nine 
years of age, who, for two years, had suf- 
fered from most violent fits of epilepsy ; 
during this time, he was observed to pass a 
small piece of tenia. Dr. B. fortunately 
produced the evacuation of the whole ani- 
mal, and from that time the convulsive fits 
ceased.” 


Of the method of cure, we have a succinct 
and perspicuous account. 

“« Two principal objects are to be attended 
to in the treatment of worm-affections,—the 
destruction and expulsion of the worms, and 
the correction of that particular state of the 
general system, and especially the intestinal 
canal, which has been the cause of their 
formation. 

“ A great variety of remedies have been 
employed for the destruction of worms ; and 
they may be divided into those which act 
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mechanicall which have a specific 


power—and those which act by their purga- 
tive effects. 


“ Those medicines which are giveu with 
a view of destroying intestinal worms by 
their mechanical action, are of very doubtful 
operation, and in all probability owe the 
whole of their good effects to the powerful 
purgatives with which they are always 
either conjoined or immediately followed. 
Even the cowhage, (stizolobium,) a remedy 
so much recommended by Chamberlaine, 
and which for a considerable time was in 
much vogue for the cure of tenia, though 
calculated to act as the most powerful me- 
chanical agent, from the peculiarly sharp, 
penetrating, and minute spiculi, of which 
the down of the pods is composed, has never 
been found effectual, unless purgatives are 
used at the same time. 


“©The mechanical medicines which have 
been most generally used, are zinc, tin- 
filings, iron-filings, cowhage, charcoal, &c. 

** Of the medicines which have a specific 
effect in causing the death of these worms, 
there is also a considerable number which 
may be enumerated. The most simple is 
cold or iced water, which quickly destroys 
these animals; but, from the impossibility 
of its being applied in this state, except in 
the form of enema, it is of very limited and 
uncertain use, Valerian is a common an- 
thelminthick ; as also onions, garlic, assa- 
feetida, camphor, artemisia santonica, and 
most of the bitter class of herbs; spigelia 
anthelmintica, polypodium filex mas, or the 
roots of the male fern, prussic acid, the va- 
rious oils, both animal and vegetable, more 
especially petroleum, oil of cajeput, oil of 
turpentine, and empyreumatic oil. 


. “The purgative medicines which have 
been employed, are the neutral salts, jalap, 
scanmony, aloes, the preparations of mer- 
cury, castor oil, &c. 


“The various mineral waters, too, are 
more or less anthelminthick, and are useful 
not only as a means of expelling the worms, 
but of improving and strengthening the ali- 
mentary canal, and the whole system in ge- 
ueral,” 

The object which Mr. Rhind appears to 
have had in view, was that of furnishing a 
synoptical account of the facts ascertained 
in this interesting department of medicine. 
He has performed his task with ability. 
There are several plates at the end of the 
work, which are very fairly executed. 


PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A GARDEN OF 
MEDICAL BOTANY IN LONDON. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—Many gentlemen, in different de- 
partments of the medical profession, resi- 
dent in the north-west part of the metro- 
polis, are desirous of establishing a garden 
of medical botany. A subscription is now 
going forward to carry this object into 
effect, and it is expected that a subscription 
of one guinea annually will be, with proper 
management, sufficient. 

When it is considered that medical botany 
is now made a branch of medical education, 
and that there is no public collection of 
medicinal plants near town, the importance 
of the undertaking must be obvious. The 
site will be either at Paddington, or 
St. John’s Wood. 

Those gentlemen who wish to become 
subscribers, are respectfully requested to 
transmit to me their names and addresses. 

When a sufficient number of subscribers 
shall have entered their names, a general 
meeting will be called, and the plan will be 
fully detailed. I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, Josern Hovutton. 

11, Grove Place, Lisson Grove, 

Aug. 25, 1829. 


PROSECUTIONS BY THE RHUBARB HALL 
COMPANY. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—I claim your indulgence whilst I 
notice an advertisement of the Apotheca- 
ries’ Company, requesting information to 
enable them to carry on their prosecutions. 
From this document it would appear, that 
the members of the court are anxious to 
punish all offenders against the act ; but of 
this I am somewhat sceptical. I wish to 
ask them, why they have not acted upon an 
information transmitted to them about six 
months since, from this place, accompanied, 
as it was, by the most conclusive evidence 
of the guilt of the parties concerned, inde- 
pendent of a confession made in the pre- 
sence of two respectable witnesses, who are 
now ready to come forward and prove the 


same. 
Should this hint not be regarded, I will 


take an early opportunity of laying before 


you the case alluded to; it will prove, if 
any thing can do so, the utter disregard 
manifested to the interests of the profes- 
sion, by those who are appointed its guar- 
dians, and who ought to extend to it their 
support. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Cuinurcus, 


Blackburn, August 24th. 
3A 


| 
dy 
hy 
»b- 
M. 
ath a 
hy- 
q 
by 
ine 4 
By; x 
a 
ely 
fits i 
act | q 
led | 
the | 
and \ 
the 
inal 
and 

No. 314. 


HOSPITAL MEDICAL OFFICERS 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, September 5, 1829. 


Axomatovs as are the constitutions of 
our hospitals, there is no feature in them 
more remarkable, than the disproportion 
which exists between the quantity of labour 
to be executed, and the number of the me- 
dical officers appointed for its performance. 
In some of these establishments, buildings 
containing five hundred beds, there are but 
three surgeons, and as many physicians, to 
go through the complicated details which 
such a mass of business presents. It fre- 
quently happens, therefore, that one of these 
ill-fated labourers has to examine and pre- 
scribe for some fifty or a hundred patients, 
in a visit which is compressed into that 
important period of the day, from “ half- 
past twelve to half-past one ;” and often- 
times does it happen, that the delivery of 
lectures, and the duties of an extensive pri- 
vate practice, make a heavy addition to the 
multifarious avocations of these “‘ unpaid” 
and ‘ over-worked” ministers of charity. 
To suppose that failure in the discharge of 
some one or other of these duties, must not 
be the occasional result of such a multipli- 
city of labour, would be to pay the indus- 
try and talents of the greater part of the 
present race of hospital medical officers, a 
compliment which we too well know they 
do not deserve. 

Bat let us take a case or two in point. In 
Guy’s Hospital, for instance, there are but 
three surgeons to dispose of the vast quan- 
tity of business which its numerous patients 
create, It would require at least three times 
the number to discharge this business ef- 
ficiently, and in the same time as is now 
allotted to it. Observe, too, the distance 
at which these surgeons reside from the in- 
stitution, One of them in Old Broad Street, 
another in Bishopsgate Street, and the third 
in Spring Gardens, a distance of more 


than two miles! In St, Thomas's Hos- 
pital we find another melancholy specimen 
of the division of labour and hospital arrange- 
ments generally, The patients of five hun- 
dred beds are attended to by three surgeons, 
who reside at still greater distances from the 
establishment, than the medical officers of 
Guy's ; for we find one of them in Bridge 
Street, Blackfriars, another in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, and the third—in Bruton Street, 
Berkeley Square! And in the absence of 
these gentlemen—we deplore the fact—there 
is no resident surgeon to attend to any case 
of emergency that may be taken imto the 
hospital. Every person who has been 
accustomed to attend these ill- managed 
charities, must have perceived that their in- 
mates are by no means unfrequently neglect- 
ed, and that the pupils are often disappoint- 
ed, and always inconvenienced, by the 
crowd of patients, which, in consequence of 
the rarity of his visits, and the paucity of 
his colleagues, attends the perambulation 
of the surgeon. One day these gentlemen 
cannot come at the regular hour, and an- 
other day they cannot come at all; for their 
“* gratuitous duties”’ are really too profit- 
able to permit them to discharge those du- 
ties, on all occasions, with the necessary 
punctuality. 

This deplorable and untoward train of con- 
sequences is attributable to two causes- 
Partly to a want of forethought in the 
founders of these charities, and partly to a 
peculiar kind of sagacity and virtue in the 
medical and surgical officers themselves. 
The former, probably, imagined, that the 
number of officers whom they originally ap- 
pointed to perform the labours of these 
establishments, was quite sufficient for the 
purpose, and it might doubtless have been 
so during their infancy, when the quantity 
of duty, and the inducements to neglect it» 
were less than they are now. We are the 
more inclined to entertain this view of the 
origin of the evil, inasmuch as we perceive 
that in hospitals of recent foundation, there 
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has been a mote plentiful allotment of medi- 
cal officers. We witness the effects of this 
spirit of reformation with delight. Pre- 
cisely in the same manner in which these 
laudable examples have been made in 
newer institutions, would we wish to see the 
martyrs of ‘* gratuitous labour” in our old 
hospitals, relieved from some portion of their 
ill-requited toils. Their interest, we assure 
them, we have too much at heart, to see 
them thus overwhelmed, and complaining 
of the multitude of their ayocations, without 
using every exertion in our power to obtain 
their immediate relief. The innovation 
would, undoubtedly, be much to the advan- 
tage both of their minds and bodies; and as 
to paltry considerations of a mercenary na- 
ture, we are convinced that they would not 
bestow a thought on them, nor regret fora 
moment a diminution of recompense when 
their labour was lessened, and society 
more efficiently served. But is it not the 
boast of these gentlemen, that their labours 
are “ gratuitously” performed ; and what 
labourer ever yet deplored the diminution 
of a task, for the performance of which he 
was to obtain no recompense ? 

The delusion, however, which has been 
so long practised on the public, is well nigh 
dispelled, and it is now pretty generally 
known, that these ‘ gratuitous labourers” 
glean a rich harvest, with the sacrifice of a 
very little toil ; and long, we fear, will they 
enjoy their ill-gotten wealth, unless the 
governors of the institutions in which it has 
been gathered, are urged to a more efficient 
discharge of their duties, by some legislative 
enactment. It is surely a gross abuse, an 
outrageous violation of the intentions of 
their founders, that there are not surgeons 
of first-rate skill resident within the walls 
of St. Thomas's and Guy's Hospitals. Are 
the fuuds of these institutions inadequate to 
their support? Has not each of these hos- 
pitals a revenue amounting to nearly forty 
thousand pounds annually 2? Could not the 
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hundred or two thousand a year, and apart- 
ments to lodge in? Is it not scandalous 
that in cases of severe injury, requiring im- 
mediate operations, a helpless sufferer must 
welter in his blood, while a messenger is 
proceeding to, and a surgeon is coming from, 
Bruton Street, Berkeley Square, a distance 
of nearly four miles? Supposing an arrange- 
ment of this kind made, there might, in ad- 
dition to the resident surgeon, be six or 
eight consulting surgeons appointed, to 
each of whom a reasonable fee should be 
paid from the funds of the hospital, on every 
occasion on which his advice was obtained. 
This would be true charity ; and with such 
an arrangement, neither patients nor pupils 
would ineur any risk of being neglected. 
There are resident treasurers, resident 
stewards, resident apothecaries, resident 
cuppers, and resident brewers, and, in the 
name of common sense and humanity, wuy 
ARE THERE NOT RESIDENT suRGEONS? A 
resident apothecary, and not a resident sur- 
geon! Are medicines more active than the 
knife, or a dose of rhubarb a more rapid 
agent than the scalpel or the trephine? 

The public has a right to insist upon the 
appointment of these officers, for the 
omission leads to a shameless appropriation 
of the public funds, 


8ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 


CASE OF STRANGULATED FEMORAL HERNIA, 
AND OPERATION. 


Anne Lonoron, aged 58, of spare habit, 
was brought into Mary’s Ward, on Tuesday, 
August 11th, about noon, with a swelling in 
the right groin, and labouring under symp- 
toms of strangulated hernia. She did not 
vomit, however, after her admission, but 
stated that she had done so before. The 
intestine came down about twenty-one hours 
previous to her applying at the hospital, and 
the symptoms indicative of strangulation 
came on late in the evening of the same day. 
She was, at the time, confined to her bel, 
under treatment for inflammation of the 
bowels. The patient was immediately con- 


governors afford to give a surgeon fifteen 


veyed to the warm bath, where the taxis 
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; by the dresser for a consider-|return of the intestine, a watery fluid was 
able time, without in any degree diminish- observed to ooze, through the craral ring, 
ing the size of the tumour. She was then from the ubdomen, (on which account, Mr. 
visited by Mr. Green, who ordered her to Green alterwerds decided on putiing her 
be bled whilst in the bath; this produced immediately under the influence of mer- 
sickness but not fainting. Having then ap-|cury.) The operation being completed, the 
plied the taxis himself without the desired | edges of the wound were brought together, 
effect, the patient was taken to bed. Mr. aud kept in approximation by sutures, a» 
Green again visited her shortly after, when the whole dressed with strips of adhesive 
he stated, that nothing more could be done| plaster over a large compress of lint. The 
for her relief, short of an operation. To this! patient’s bowels were moved immediately 
the patient readily consented, and she was) after the operation, and before her removal 
removed to the theatre at a little before two| from the table. She was then conveyed to 
o'clock. her bed, and ordered to take three grains of 

Operation. calomel, and half a grain of opium six 

The patient being laid on the table, the | ours, and to have forty leeches applied to 
sending on her right side, com- ols abdomen, and after them a large cata~ 
menced his first incision on the upper and | 

outer part of the tumour, cmaniing it; 12+ Slept a little during the night; little 
obliquely downwards and inwards to the | ‘€2éerness on pressure over the abdomen, 
lower part of the swelling ; a second incision | ®4 but slight pain in the wound, Hice 
wes then made, beginning about the middle |Cuped seven or eight times at about five 
of the first, on its inner side, und directing it o'clock Inst evening ; bowels relieved once 
obliquely upwards and inwords to about two| is morning. Pulse 78, rather fall, but 
inches, with a view of crossing (as we ima-| Compressible; tongue coated white. Has 
gine) the situation where the division of the | ‘ken a little gruel. Twenty leeches to be 
stricture was to be accomplished. ‘There | *PPlied to the abdomen, 
was some little impediment to the division|, '5- Pulse 84, full, and more strong ; 
of the integument at this part of the opera- bowels not open since last report ; tongue 
tion, in consequence of an old cicatrix, the furred ; no pain in abdomen, but a little ten- 

remains of a former operation.* ‘The flaps derness on pressure, and slight pain in the 
were then dissected hack, and the different | hiecuped twice during the night, 
coverings carefully dissected through. On and says she did not sleep so well as on the 

. arriving at the sac, it wes pinched up at the preceding night ; mouth sore from mereury. 
lower part, and an opening made into it. <A Ordered beef tea, and a common enema to 
director was then introduced in a line with | b€ injected. - . 
the first incision, and the opening enlarged 15. Mouth very sore, with continual flow 
to its whole extent, with a probe-pointed of saliva, on account of which the calomel 
bistoury, and in a similar manner the suc has been omitted since the evening of the 
was divided in the course of the second in- | 154s, at which time she had tuken about 
cision. A round knuckle of intestine was ‘itty grains. Pulse 76, natural; bowels 
now exposed, about as large as a mocerate-| bave been relieved thrice. No pain in the 
sized hen’s egg, and ofa darkish colour. The | ¥°U%4, neither is there any pain or tender- 
operator then introduced the fore-finger of P®S$ OM pressure over the abdomen. Or- 
his left hand to the inner side of the intes-|4¢Ted arrow root, and to use a gargle of 
tine, and having felt the seat of the stric- chloride of soda. 
ture, (which he afterwards stated be thought} .. 18. Bowels open ; soreness of mouth, and 
to be Gimbernat’s ligament) the probe- discharge of saliva continue ; tongue furred ; 
pointed bistoury was intioduced, the finger feels an inclination for food, but cawnot take 
acting as a director, and the stricture di- much, on account of the soreness and swell- 
vided obliquely upwards and inwards, with |/2g of the mouth, 4 
two or three motions of the knife, slightly| | 19. Bowels not open since yesterday ; 
depressing its. handle; these were then sleeps tolerably free trom pain ; pulse 80. 
withdrawn, and by gentle manipulation, the Orcered macaroni, and to take half an ounce 
protruded gut easily returned. ‘There was of castor oil, as occasion may require, in 
some serous effusion in the sac, and after the | PEPPetmint water. , 

21. Pulse 84, stronger, and more full; in 

other respects doing well. On account of 
* The'patient stated, that she was brought | the increase of pulse, the beef tea which she 
into this hospital with arupture about fifteen | had been taking conjointly with the- other 
ears ago, when it was reduced by Mr.jdiet, was ordered to be omitted, and gruel 
teat and between ten and eleven years|substituted in its place, with two eggs 


since, she was here under the care of Mr./daily ; mouth not quite so sore. 


Cline, when the reduction could not be| 8. Pulse gradually lessened in force 
and the operation wes performed. jand frequency, after the omission of the 
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beef tea, and the administration of a dose of 
castor oil; is now about 68, ond soft; mouth 
much less sore, and ptyalism suppressed ; 
tongue whitish ; appetite good. The dress- 
ing was removed trom the wound on the 
2ist; at one part was quite healed by first 
intention, and the remaining portion covered 
by a firmly crusted coagulum, which it was 
considered advisable not to remove ; at one 
oint, however, the coagulum was softer, 
‘he wound was aguin dressed with lint and 
adhesive plaster, which has not since been 
Temoved. On the 25th, was ordered meat, 
in addit‘on to the other food ; the eggs have 
been given in the shape of custard. The 
beef tea has been resumed, which, on being 
boiled with the macaroni, and concentrated 
to the consistence of a thin jelly, makes a 
re { agreeable aud nutritious article of 
+ ‘The bowels have been kept regularly 
open ; appetite very good, and is in every 


doing well. 

reat praise is due to the sister of the 
ward, for her general attention to the wishes 
of the physicians and surgeons, and particu- 
larly for her constant watchful of this 
case, which, from its nature at the com- 
mencement, required incessant attention, 


RUPTURE OF THE Livin, AND OF THE PX- 
TERNAL ILIAC VRIN, WITH LACERATED 
WOUND OF 1HE THIGH, 


Thomas Wight, a stout muscular man, ra- 
ther below the middle stature, was admit- 
ted into Jacol’s Ward, between four and 
five o’clock, on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
August the 19th, with a deep lacerated 
wound of the right thigh, It was stated by 
the friends of the patieut, that he had acci- 
deutaily fallen from a scaffold, in Leadenhall 
Market, on which he was standing at the 
time, in the act of painting a sky-light, and 
in falling had come in contact with one of 
the hooks in front of a butcher’s stall, which 
penetrated the back part of his thigh, and 
suspended him fur nearly two minutes, when 
the hook broke, and he fell to the ground ; 
the distance from whence he feli to the book 
was said to be ten feet, and from thence to 
the ground six or seven more. At the time 
of lis admission Le was exceedingly pale, 
and the pulse at the wrist was scarcely per- 
ceptible; he appeared, however, perfectly 
sensibie and awere oi his approaching disso- 
lution, intimating his couviction, that he 
should not loug survive the accident, Hav- 
ing immediately been placed in bed, some 
brandy and rum (about balf an ounce of 
each) were administered to him, which be 
appeared to have some difficulty in swallow- 
ing. He did not cowplain of any thing 
further than a pain across the epigastric 
region, He had not been long in bed when 
be became turned several times 


725 
from side to side, and almost instantly ex- 
pired 


Autopsy twenty hours after death. 

The abdomen being first examined, there 
was found contained in its cavity a large 
quantity (probably about two quarts) of 
sows Be blood, in a fluid state ; this 
being removed, on tracing tbe different large 
veins, the right external iliac was found 
nearly torn through, about its middle. There 
was a Jongitudinal repture of the liver, si- 
tuated on the right lobe, and extending in 
a line from the right extremity of the sulcus 
transversus to the margo obtusis; and on 
examining the thorax, all the cavities of 
the heart were found to be quite empty. 
It may be proper to observe, that there was 
no external mark of injury perceptible on 
the abdomen. On the thigh was a lacerated 
wound of the integuments, about four inches 
long, situated at the upper and poste- 
rior part below, and extending to the inner 
side of the great trochanter. On continu- 


ing the examination, it was found that the 
hook, having entered at this part, had pass- 
ed to the inner side of the great sciatic 
nerve, pierced the adductor magnus muscle, 
and on to the fore-part of the thigh to the 
inner side of the femoral vessels, not hav- 
ing penetrated the integument at the fore- 
art. 


We have since visited the place, and find, 
from eye witnesses of the accident, that the 
statement of the persons, who brought him 
to the hospital, was not perfectly correct. 
He was standing on a ladder, and leaning 
forward to reach his pot, when the ladder 
turned over, and precipitated him on one 
of the hooks, (which are full a foot in 
iength,) on which he remained suspended a 
considerable time, the by-standers being so 
shocked that they were incapable, at first, 
of rendering him any assistance ; but in one 
or two minutes he was lifted off, (the hook 
not having broken, es asseried by the 
friends,) and immediately taken to the hos- 
pital. The distance from the beam to the 
window measures about six feet, so that 
the poor fellow could not have been stand- 
ing more than two feet above the hook. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


ASPHYXIA. 


Joun Price, fourteen years of age, ad- 
mitted Aug. 24, under the junior surgeon. A 
few days ago, this boy was amusing himself, 
with two companions, near the Surrey Canal ; 
and the party having become wet, they 
went to a brick-kila near, to dry their 

After being there a short time, 
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25. To-day he is much improved, but the 


pulse is still very weak ; ordered ient 
ery aperie 


ROYAL INFIRMARY, EDINBURGH. 


FATAL CASE OF INGUINAL HERNIA. 
Tue history of this case, if it could be 
wa would be found very interesting. 
. Campbell, in his clinical remarks on the 
case, declared it incomprehensible to him ; 
and such it was to most others. Some 
hours after the operation, the intestine, 
which protruded into the inguinal canal, 
was by the surgeon, and injections 
thrown in, upwards and downwards, to over- 
come the supposed obstruction. Shortly 
after this novel and ingenious treatment, the 
man expired in great agony. Some foolish 
le have hinted, that the intestine was 
not strangulated. 


OPERATION OF CASTRATION, 


« John Angus, xt. 34, admitted July 26th. 
Aug. 6. States, that twelve months ago, a 
swelling began to form at the lower part of the 
side of the scrotum, which increased in size, 
and was punctured, when a little water and a 

at quantity of blood were evacuated. Has 
aly been increasing in size ; its surface 
is uniform, and has a tense, elastic feel, and 
very indistinct sense of fluctuation, except 
at the upper part, where it is more distinct. 
The chord appears healthy ; slight pain in 
back ; veins of scrotum somewhat enlarged ; 
no pain in making water; health good. 

reviously inserted, but only a few drops 
fluid 

The books of the hospital contain no fur- 
ther information of this case. We take the 
liberty, however, of adding the following 
particulars, which, after all, are, perhaps, 
really of little % lance, the cure being 
narrated so clearly by the reporter or clerk. 
He has merely omitted mentioning, that the 


had existed symptoms of peritoneal inflam- 
mation, Sponges were employed to check 
the Sementdns from the spermatic artery, 
which the assistant allowed to escape h 
his fingers during the operation ; an acci- 
dent which has ned in this hospital in 
the olden time. The body was not exa- 
mined after death. We understand that Mr. 
Liston has a decided objection to post-mor- 
tem examinations in cases. 


It would not be quite the thing, however, 
thus to record these successful cases, did we 
not, at the same time, and on the same page, 
register the fact of Mr. Liston’s emirent 
success in a different kind of way, viz. that 
of having effected an entire revolution in 
this very ancient and curiously managed 
house ; so that, at last, we trust there will 
be an end to those little squabbles and heart- 
burnings, which formerly seemed monthly 
to raise and keep up the spirits of all par- 
ties, and, in the lack of employment, in 
the absence of other duties, ed exercise 
for mind and body. On the contrary, the 
house has now become remarkably quiet and 
sombre ; the crowd of idle practitioners in 
physic and surgery, who were wont to fre- 

uent the wards, have fled the place, as if 
plague were here. The patients (or 
sufferers) are treated with great mildness 
and humanity, the infliction of a few blows 
to render them docile, obedient, and 
quiet duripg painful operations, being in- 
tended me calculated for their benefit ; 
whereas formerly, they used to be forcibly 
held by the assistants. The respect shown 
the student, and the attention bestowed on 
his instruction, have attained the utmost 
perfection by means of clinical observations, 
display of the diseased structures removed 
in operations, post-mertem examinations 
fully explained, admirably narrated cases, 
&e. (see higher up.) So that, upon the 
whole, considering the very small sum paid 
annually to the funds of de beans by the 
students of surgery and physic, amounting 
only to two thousand guineas, we consider 
them, the students, to be exceedingly well 
off ; and this, too, notwithstanding all that 
is said to the contrary, and notwithstanding 
their continual complaints of neglect, disre- 
t,&c. This revolution in the affairs of 
house, extends even to the nurses, who 

are now well treated, and en toin lan- 
guage which we should not be likely to hear 
in Billingsgate, If we had but a list of the 
killed, wounded, and deserted to the enemy, 
(run to the New Surgical Hospital,) we 
should deem the affairs of the Royal Ine 
firmary of Edinburgh, both as to the 


managing and managed departments es per- 


‘man died on the 14th. Leeches had been ap- | fect. 


plied to the abdomen, 80 that probably there 


r 
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they became drowsy and insensible. When 
| discovered, two of the boys were lying os 
| their faces dead, and this youth was in a 
H State of asphyxia. He was taken to a sur- 
f geon, who bled him. He was not brought 
to the hospital till the following day, when 
* he was perfectly sensible, but in a state of 
great pulse feeble. A 
| plaster was red to be applied to the 
scrobiculis cordis, and to the soles of the 
| feet. Camphor and ammonia julep to be 
. taken every three or four hours. 
| 26. Gradually recovering. 
7 | 
| 
— | 
| 
ig 
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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 


OF GENERAL PARALYSIS-——INCONTI- 
NENCBE OF URINE—DEATH. 


Avoustixe D’Assro, 35 years of age, 


CASE 


eame into John’s Ward, under the care of 
Dr. John Bright, 12th July, with general 
lysis. He appeared the per- 

t use of his senses. e expression of 
face is fatuitous; the eyes suffused, con- 
junctive rather injected, iris dilated, and a 
red tinge of the parts around the orbit, in- 
dicates some cerebral congestiou ; he imme- 
diately apprehends the meaning of any ques- 
tion addressed to him. The muscular energy 
is manifestly impaired throughout the body ; 
The tongue lips are moved with dif- 
fieulty, and a consequent indistinctness of 
articulation exists. For the previous five 
mouths, his urine has come away involun- 
tarily. It appears the detrusor is paralysed, 


and the bladder becoming filled, the sphinc- | able 
| its si 
‘much injected, as was indeed the entire 


ter is provoked to relax, and the urine drib- 
sua through the urethra. The 
tongue is clean, appetite unimpaired, bowels 
of a constipative habit ; pulse 80, full, but 
feeble. 
The patient was formerly a soldier in the 
King’s German Legion, and had received, 


in Spain, a sabre wound on the right side of 


the head, The general debility, which is 
now extant, began to be felt about two years 
ago, and has gradually proceeded to the pre- 
sent time. A catheter is introduced, and 
three pints of turbid ammoniacal urine are 


drawn off. To be cupped on the nape of 


the neck to twelve ounces. Low diet. 


13. ‘The cupping has not produced ~ 


appreciable effect. The urine is drawn o 
each night and morning. Take of 

Wine of meadow saffron root, 20 minims ; 

Epsom salts, a drachm ; 

Mix in water ; to be swallowed three times 
daily. A blister to the sacrum. 

15. The blister has drawn well, but there 
is no relief of symptoms ; bowels sluggish. 
Ten grains of compound camboge pill every 
night. 

20, Twelve p.m, The cerebral conges- 
tion much enhanced ; great action of the 
arteries; pupils dilated; laborious and 
slightly stertorous breathing. The tempo- 


ral artery opened, and twenty-four ounces 


of blood abstracted. This was attended with 
signal relief. 
21. The patient was so much reduced 


GENERAL PARALYSIS.—MESMERISM. 


26. The amelioration coutinued for three 
days; the bladder again lost its function, 
and the mascular power has decreased. 

30. The poor man continues much in the 
same state as on admission. The wound of 
the temporal artery has not healed, and a 
small pulsatile tumour has formed ; it is a 
small aneurism ; it is opened, and the arte- 
rial extremities are tied. The meadow saf- 
fron is discontinued, and the aperient pills 
only*exhibited. 

ug. 7. His strength is gradually dimi- 
ishing ; the peculiar tearful expression of 
feature is remarkable ; power of articula- 
tion entirely lost. The catheter is intro- 
duced twice daily. Continued after this 
daily to decline, and on the morning of the 
19th expired, 


Sectio cadaveris, ten hours after death. 


The pectoral and abdominal viscera per- 
fectly healthy, the bladder flaccid, and about 
a third full of inoffensive urine ; a consider- 
— of tenacious mucus adhered to 

es. In the cranium, the pia mater was 


cerebral mass, The carotid and vertebral 
arteries were perfectly natural, but the basi- 
lar had swelled out into a circumscribed true 
aneurism, affecting the whole length, from 
the junction of the two vertebral, to the 
bifurcation of the posterior cerebral arte- 
ries. It was filled with coagulum, which 
formed a ball as large as a chestnut, and 


compressing the pons varolid, 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


Towarps the close of May last, a non- 
professional gentleman, of the name of 
Chenevix, visited this hospital, with the 
“* intention,” as was generally supposed, of 
making trial upon some of the patients, of 
the exploded therapeutic agent animal mag- 
netism. ‘The experiments, however, were 
not performed in public; and although an 
excuse was given, that the presence of more 
than a few persons tended to subvert their in- 
fluence, dissatisfaction was felt, and the per- 
formance pronounced to be ‘* hole-and- 
corner” practice. The results, however, 
we now make public in this Journal, Mr. 


Chenevix having all the benefit he can de- 
rive from his own report of what took place. 


from the abstraction of blood, that it was There is, however, so much unrelated, so 
necessary to administer a light cordial this | mueh involved in obscurity, and the style is 
morning early, Nine a.m. The features so equivocal and ill-digested, that the par- 
much more natural and intelligent than they | ticulars are as unintelligible as they well 
have appeared since admission. The blad-|can be. The subject needs but little intro- 
der has recovered its tone, and he has been duction; some remarks on the art of mes- 


enabled to eject his urine this forenoon, 


|merising will be found at page S41 of the 


| 
| 
MESMERISM, 
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present volume, which will put uninitiated 
readers into ion of all that is neces- 
sary towards prefacing this newly-revived 
hobby of foreign visionaries. Let us ob- 
serve, however, that specious as may be the 
“* facts” adduced in support of this magnetic 
influence and the power of an operator over 
it, upon the brute animal alene is it that a 
single experiment can be made, which will 
weigh for one moment in its favour in the 
mind of any sensible man. 

Mr. Earle, (says Mr, Chenevix in his re- 
port, to which we venture to add a few 
running comments,) was kind enough to 
allow me to accompany him to this hospital, 
May 23rd.. The first patient submitted to 
trial, (of what kind?) was an epileptic 

oung man, who at that moment was tak- 
ing large doses of nitrate of silver. His 
fits were very bad and frequent. Though 
to all appearance, (what 2) this 
was a person likely to affected by 
smerism, he ifested little suscept- 
bility; so slight is yet the confidemce to 
be placed in any prognostic relating to 
this unfathomed subject (the sentence 
being far more unfathomable than the sub- 
ject). Being pressed for time, 1 con- 
tinued to operate (in-what way?) upon this 
man only eight minutes. 

The next patient was a woman afflicted 
with disease in her bladder. During the 
first five minutes no effect was manifested. 
She then said that she felt a fluttering in her 
inside. observed to Mr. Earle, in a language 
(gibberish, | wee which this woman 
certainly did not comprehend, ‘‘ This is a 
mesmeric effect.” Mr. Earle smiled doubt- 
ingly. ‘‘ Toconvince you,” continued I, in 
the same language, “ | will now take this ef- 
fect away.” (Take it away!) By altering my 
intention, (viz. by thinking of gig-er-a-mee 


instead of poses) aud demesmerising | 
e 


the patient, without letting her perceive 
any alteration, (alteration in the gig-er- 
a-mo tone of my thoughts,) I did calm 
those feelings. Still Mr. Earle (obtuse 
man) doubted. ‘I will now,” said I, 
“* give her those sensations back again.” 
After two minutes’ mesmerising, they re- 
turned. “ I will now take them away 

in.” I did so, and by the same means, 
(Of what consisting?) Sull, however, though 
Mr. Earle and a student of the hospital, who 
was present, acknowledged that the results 
most accurately corresponded with the in- 
tentions which 1 had announced, conviction 
made but little progress, so extraordinary 
did the facts appear (usually, a pretty certain 
means of establishing conviction) ; and had 
not good fortune thrown another patient in 
my way, on whom the effects were still 
more! palpable, my labour at St. Bartholo- 
mew’'s would have been in vain. 

This patient was a woman afflicted with 


iritis, for which she had been largely bled ; 
and she was, moreover, recovering from 2 
severe mercurial course. In less than two 
minutes’ mesmerising, her head fell back, 
her eyes closed, and a kind of hysterical 
trance came on. In three minutes she 
awoke, (why so soon?) said she felt hot, 
then cold, and a shivering ensued, particu- 
larly in her knees and thighs. This 1 stop- 
ped in about one minute, by continuing 
mesmeric action in this intention, (continu- 
ing an action in an intention!) as 1 hed an. 
nounced to Mr. Earle in a foreign language. 
I tried the experiment of the piece of paper 
on her arm, but she felt it very slightly 
(Mr. Chenevix’s “intention” was, that the 
paper should feel heavy). Touched her 
with the silver pencil-case, my intention 
being (as in the cases described in a former 
article) to give her a sensation of heat ; she 
said she felt as if all the warmth of her hand 
had gone to that spot. I then demesmerised 
her, as she complained of much uneasiness ; 
and having mode her stand up, J drew my 
hands down before her from the head to the 
very soles of her feet, at the distance of 
three or four inches, for about one minute 
and a half, with the intention of destroying 
the preceding effects. She then said that 
she felt better, and left the room much re- 
covered. (How recovered? Recovered from 
the iritis or the mercurial course?) She 
declared that, in her life, she never bad ex- 
perienced any thing like what she had just 
telt, (the fluttering im her belly ;) thet she ne- 
ver had an attack of hysteria, epilepsy, or 
any nervous paroxysm. This woman showed 
considerable susceptibility; and, bad time 
permitted me to continue the treatment, I 
have no doubt that she would have become 
a remarkable subject. Mr. Earle assured 
that he had witnessed sufficient effects 
to encourage him to continue the experiments 
on both these women, (see his note,) and 
recommended them, for that purpose, (“* him 
to continue,”) to two of his pupils who were 
present, and to whom I gave ail the instruc- 
tions in my power, pointing out to them the 
works (spirit of Abernethy!) in which 
the amplest details upon the modes of ope- 
rating, together with the dangers and advan- 
tages of each, are given. These two gentle- 
men, also, (see Mr, Earle’s note,) were fully 
convinced that extraordinary effects had 
been produced. 

These three patients were entirely select- 
ed by Mr. Earle, without my influencing 
his choice in any manner, I had never seen 
one of them before, and now only in the pre- 
sence of incredulous witnesses, eager for 
truth, who granted nothing that was not 
proved, (little indeed they granted,) and 
who were very fairly watchful to detect il- 
sion or deception; and all can testify that 
no act or word of mive could, in the remotest 


TRAUMATIC TETANUS. 


degree, have conduced to intimate to those 
patients what my intentions were. They 
came into the room with their minds un- 
sophisticated, unprepared for any result, for 
any impression; yet, as Mr. Earle saw, at 
the very first pass of my hand, the last pa- 
tient began to manifest some of the symp- 
toms so often described in every German 
and French work on the subject, as among 
those which rism produces, and in 
less than three minutes was violently affect- 
ed. I must add that, at the time of ope- 
rating, I was ignorant of the disorders, (the 
best thing in the report; what then was 
the object of the operator’s ‘ intentions ?’’) 
under which the two female patients 
were labouring.—On the following day the 
operation was repeated on the third patient 
by one of the pupils; and, in about seven 
minutes, still more violent convulsive effects 
were produced, and which lasted longer 
than on the ingday. From their vio- 
lence and duration, indeed, Mr. Earle would 
not permit the experiments on this patient 
to be carried to a greater extent. (Now 
follows a document very important to the 
question at issue.) 

When this statement was submitted to 
Mr. Earle, he returned the following 
answer :— 


“* George Street, May 28th. 
“* My dear Sir,—In reply to your request 
that 1 would state my honest opivion of the 
trials which you made at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, I have no hesitation in saying 
that, in the first case, no effect was produced; 
that, in the second, the patient was under 
considerable alarm, in expectation that she 
was about to have her bladder examined, 
and that she said that she felt a fluttering in 
her inside, which abated for a time, and was 
reproduced, as you represent, on your re- 
peating the motions of your hands. In the 
third case, a very decided effect was pro- 
duced ; and it was reproduced the following 
day by my pupil. (But mark.) In making 
this acknowledgment, however, 1 am by no 
means prepared to say that the effects were 
any thing more than the influence produced 
upon the mind of an enfeebled patient by the 
mysterious movement* of your arms, and her 
ignorance of the object of these movements. 
‘The circumstance of her erroneous (sensa- 
tions 1 have frequently observed after syn- 
cope. 
* You will perceive, from these observa- 
tions, that J am yet an unbeliever; but | 


* This is the only expression that has 
ever fallen, in print, either from Mr. Chene- 
vix or any of his spectators, which conveys 
a fair notion of what he is about when 
operating.” We have alleged elsewhere, 
that he is afraid of the broad daylight of 
plain printed words. 
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am quite open to conviction, and will cer- 

tainly repeat the experiments under less 

doubtful circumstances. Should more ample 

experience induce me to alter my opinion, 

ou may depend upon hearing from me. 

ieve me, my dear Sir, very truly yours, 

Henry Earwe.” 

(Three months of silence, on Mr. Earle’s 

part, have now elapsed.) 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


TRAUMATIC TETANUS, SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED. 


Jou» Ketty, etat. 14, was admitted into 
this hospital, under the care of Mr. Mayo, 
on the ist of July, having fallen from a 
scaffolding, by which accident the radius of 
the right arm was broken, near the wrist, 
and the integuments of the right knee were 
lacerated, and torn back. Nothing unfavour- 
able occurred till more than a fortnight had 
elapsed, at which time the wound of the 
integuments was almost healed; but, on 
the 17th, towards evening, the lad complain- 
ed of stifiness of the jaws and of the back 
of the neck, of which he now said he had 
felt something the preceding day. The 
house-surgeon directed the application of a 
blister to the back of the neck, and a pur- 
gative enema. 

On the 18th, at twelve o'clock, Mr. Mayo 
saw the patient. At that time the jaw did 
not admit of being depressed above one- 
third of an inch ; the back of the neck, the 
back, and abdomen were rigid, and the per- 
manent spasm wes occasionally heightened 
by a brief and more violent action of the 
muscles ; the countenance was anxious and 
alarmed, and bathed in perspiration ; the 
tongue furred, but moist ; pulse 150 ; bowels 
confined. Sixteen leeches were applied to 
the back of the neck, and six grains of calo- 
mel administered, and shortly afterwards two 
drops of oil of croton. 

Four o'clock.—The bowels have acted 
twice, and copiously. It was now Mr. 
Mayo’s intention to try the carbonate of 
iron ; accordingly, adrachm of this medi- 
cine was given to the lad, but, as he swal- 
lowed with great difficulty, even this quan- 
tity of the remedy was some time in being 
got down ; and, although balf a drachm o 
laudanum was given with it, the dose wa 
speedily returned by vomiting. U nder thes 
circumstances, the medicine was directed to 
be changed. At seven o'clock the patient 
took ten grains of calomel, and the same 
dose at eleven o'clock, with adrachm of 
landanum. At this time the tongue had 
become dry, but the pulse had fallen in 
frequency, and the Jad appeared to swallow 


| { 

| 

| 

| 
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more easily. Poultices, 
lard’s lotion and laudanum, were applied to | again, on his being awakened, resumed the 
the unclosed, but not unhealthy, wound on | state of spasm.—AMed. Journ. 


eye ie to the blistered surface at the 
of neck. 

ERINEUM AND SPHINC- 
19. The lad slept oceasionally during the | "471% OF py 


night ; there was no essential alteration in 
his appearance. At noon he took five| Charlotte Kendall, tat. twenty-five, was 
grains of calomel, and two of tartarised an- | admitted into the Middlesex Hospital, under 
timony, which were repeated every two the care of Mr. Mayo, about the middle of 
hours; but inthe evening he became sick, May. She had been confined, for the first 
and vomited, and the calomel alone was time, on the 19th of the preceding October. 
continued. The labour was not severe, but two days 
20. His appearance this morning was afterwards she observed that the feces 
changed for the worse ; the jaws were closer, passed away involuntarily. This distress- 
and the muscles more rigid. He was taken | ing circumstance continued; and, at her 
into the bath-room, and three pails of cold 4dmission, she mentioned that the period of 
Water were thrown over him. His pulse | twenty-four hours, at whieh it habitually 
sunk temporarily to ninety, and was irregu- occurred, was very regular: from five in the 
lar. He experienced some slight but tem-| morning till eleven in the forenoon, the 
porary relief; he was, he said, “ fresher bowel used, at intervals, to discharge its 
and better,” and had no objection to the contents, and not during the rest of the day 
repetition of the cold affusion. At three it or the night. On examining the parts, the 
was repeated, but without benefit. At night perineum appeared to have been exten- 
he took a grain of opium and a grain of ace- sively lacerated, and ghe sphincter entirely 
tate of lead, which dose was repeated once tora through into the vagina. The opera- 
the following morning. |tion of paring the edges of the laceration, 
21. He has again had some sleep during land sewing them together with four stitches, 
the night, but the general spasm of the| was then performed. On the third ‘a 
muscles of the jaws, neck, and trunk re-| some opening medicine was administere 
mains. The extensor muscles have the ad-| when the ligatures gave way, and the fis- 
vantage, and keep his body in a position| sure became as beiore. On the 17th of 


ing Gou-|the muscles again became relaxed, and . 


approaching to opisthotonos, 
K  Hydr. submur. gr. iij. 
Antim. tart. gr.j. 
Pulv, opii. gr. ss. 
every three hours. 


June, Mr. Mayo repeated the operation, 
For the nine subsequent days the patient 
was kept perfectly quiet, with very little 
nourishment, and without medicine, For 
this period there was no uneasiness, and no 
action of the bowels. Motions were then 


22. He is distinetly better; the mouth obtained by means of castor oil and an 
admits of being opened wider ; at the same | enema, when it seemed, at first, to the pa- 
time he is largely purged, and the breath tient that nothing bad been gained by the 
has the mercurial foetor; the gums are ten- operation. In adoy or two, however, she 


der, the cheeks sore. 


found that she certainly had acquired some 


From this time the lad recovered rapidly, | control over the action of the bowels. Then 
the mercury being discontinued, and his an attack of diarrhea ensued, and every 
strength gradually restored by nourishment thing again came away uncontrollably ; but, 


cautiously given. 


on her recov from this attack, it became 


There were two circumstances worthy of | evident that a real and important improve- 


observation during his recovery ; the spasm| ment in the state of the 


had taken 


of the muscles did not disappear at once, place. It now appeared to her that the 


but was each day sensibly less than on the 


preceding. On the third of August, it was 


the my fe impression that he had completely 
got ri 


of the stiffness about his neck and 


sphincter had been restored, and, on exa- 


mining the parts, it was found that almost 
the whole of the fissure had united. After 
the experience of four or five weeks, she 


= The other circumstance was the fol-| ascertained that, as long as the motions 
wing:—One evening, about the 27th, | were not relaxed, she had perfect and en- 


while there was great rigidity of the body 
yet remaining, Mr. Mayo, on visiting his 
patient, found him asleep, and remarked 
that he lay perfectly relaxed ; the abdominal 
muscles were soft and yielding, and had not 
the least tension. The boy was awakened, 
and at the instant the full tension of the 
muscles returned. Not being further dis- 
turbed, he fell asleep in a few minutes, when 


tire control over the bowel; when the 
motions are loose, on the contrary, they still 
come away involuntarily. 

The patient was recommended to be con- 
tented with the advantage that had been 
gained, and not to risk its loss by a repeti« 
tion of the operation.— Med. Jour, 


| 
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WOUND OF THE SPLEEN, 


GENERAL HOSPITAL, PENANG, 


DEATH BY HAMORRHAGE FROM A WOUND 
; OF THE SPLEEN, AND PERITONEAL IN- 

JURY. 
Sy following case has been drawn up by 

. Conwecu, the officiating surgeon at 
Malacea, as a model of such reports of cases 
in which post-mortem examinations are 
made, as are required of the medical officers 
in the East India Company's service at Pe- 
nang and its dependencies, The officers 
of this government are bound to write a 
faithful history of every case which they 
attend, whether in private or public prac- 
tice, which afterwards becomes public pro- 
perty, and is required by the government 
with the prof object of improvjng me- 
dical knowledge. The present report is 
exceedingly comprehensive, and may affurd 
professional men av useful text, or guide, 
in recording such disseeti as they may 
be anxious to preserve at ample length. It 


has evidently been drawn up with much 
care.] 

A man, apparently about 22 years of age, 
and recently employed as a ship Lascar, was 
brought into the General Hospital about half- 
past one o'clock a m., on the morning of the 
16th January, said to have fallen down a well 


with a bottle in his hand, at 11 o’clock p.a.on 
the 15th, from which he received two trans- 
verse wounds in the left hypochondriac 
region, about an inch below the ribs, the 
largest about three inches and a half in 
length, the lips of the smaller half an inch 
, an inch in length, and nearly in a 

line with the former. Through the largest, 
a great portion of the small intestines pro- 
truded, and at the time of his admission into 
the bospitel, they were in a state of high in- 
flammation, and covered with sand, They 
were cleaned and returned into the abdominal 
cavity. The wound was brought together 
by sutures and superficially dressed. He 
peared to have lost a considerable quan- 
tity of blood. His pulse was 140, very 
small and hard. Tongue not observed ; skin 
cold and moist.— Treatment. He answered 
questions with difficulty, but rationally ; he 
complained much of abdominal pain. Ve- 
nesection was performed, and 52 ounces of 
blood drawn from the arm. Warm fomen- 
tations were applied over the abdomen. He 
lingered until ten minutes before five, and 
then he expired. ‘Ihe foregoing particulars 
were reported to me by assistant-surgeon 
Ward, M.D., and I proceeded with his as- 
sistance to examine the oo 
Half-past'one p.m., 16th Jan., 1828. The body 
was extended horizontally for examination ; 
the subject is of a middle size, black, very 
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muscular, has caffre features, and a’ 
was in the recent enjoyment of perfect 
health. With the exception of the two 
wounds already described, no marks of ex- 
ternal injury are apparent; the tongue was 
not (but should have been) removed, and 
minutely inspected. 


rently 


AUTOPSY. 


Cavity.—Removing the sternal 
arch, the lungs present a healthy colour, but 
are not perfectly collapsed; both afford 
crepitus. The pleura is generally pale, and 
there are very slight adhesions on both sides 
of the lower pleuro-pulmonary surfaces to 
| the diaphragm.— Heart. The pericardium, 
laid open, contained about an ounce of fluid - 
the heart removed, and the right and left 
cavities laid open; both ventricles and 
euricles are empty. The internal appear- 
ance of the heart is natural, its muscular 
tissue bloodless, but firm; the valves natu- 
ral.— Arteries. Laying open the aorta, it has 
an ivory colour, with a tendency to a streak 
of blush on each side of the intercostal arte- 
ries ; the coats are thin, The common iliacs 
are of an ivory colour, but the external and 
internal iliacs are marked with small trans- 
verse ruge or stri.— Mucous Membrane of 
the Pulmonary Tubes ; Pulmonary Tissue. 
Laying open the lerynx and trachea, the 
mucous membrane is found pale, and this is 
continued through its pulmonary ramifica- 
tions, which on both sides are healthy, yet 
the parenchyma posteriorly and inferiorly 
is slightly engorged with blood, but sections 
of its tissue only present a blush ; other- 
wise its appearance is perfectly bealthy and 
natural.—Abdominal Cavity, Peritoneum. 
On laying open the parietes of the abdomi- 
nal cavity, the peritoneum is found partially 
adhering to the omentum around the wounds, 
and dark sero-sanguineous fluid issues large- 
ly from the incision, The entire peritoneal 
surface of the stomach and small intestines 
is of a brick-red colour from capillary injec- 
tion. The abdominal cavity contains much 
effused blood, and in proceeding to remove 
the viscera, ten ounces of coagulated blood 
are found near (and which appear to have 
issued from) the spleen, as it is wounded 
on its external convex surface near its cen- 
tre, extending from the anterior towards the 
yosterior margin, (correspondjng with the 
fps external wound,) then turning up- 
wards, and forming the segment of a circle, 
A piece of the glass of a French bottle is 
found deeply embedded in the wounded pa- 
renchyma of the spleen. The spleen is very 
large, and weighs 13 ounces one drachm. 
The colour of its internal tissue is a light 
puce, with white dots—Exrternal Contu- 
sion. At the superior part of the external 
wound, about the centre, there is a patch of 
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ecchymosis, showing that this part had sus- 
tained a severe bruise.—The liver is of the 
natural size, soft end flaccid ; sections of its 
tissue pale and bloodless, but in its general 
appearance natural, yet coarse. It weighs 
42 ounces avoirdupois. ‘The gall-bladder 
contains five drachms of healthy bile. The 
pancreas is pale, diminished, and weighs 
two ounces three drachms anda half. The 
kidneys are natural, and their parenchyma 
pale.—Aysentery, ‘The mesenteric glands 
are enlarged, and their internal tissue vas- 
cular. The urinary bladder covtained ten 
ounces of urine. its internal mucous coat 
pale; no columnarelevations. The prostate 
gland is natural. Laying open the wsopha- 
gus, its cuticular lining is pale, and it ter- 
minates abruptiy in the cardiac orifice ; 
twelve ounces of half digested rice were 
found in the stomach. The mucous tissue 
of the stomach is; ale ond corrugated, with 
the appearance ot smail sunken strie in the 
inferior part of the small curvature.— Duo- 
denum, jejunum, cacum, celon, sigmoid 
Jlexure, and rectum, Passing the pyloric ori- 
fice, the surface continues pale, aud the ruge 
irregular, until it has received the common 
duct. The rug@ then become transverse and 
well developed; fourteen inches from the 
duct, the ruge assume a slight blush, but 
they continue well developed, with occa- 
sional small tortuovs terminations. 
gressively, the ruge of the ium become 
smaller, less regular, and the blush assumes 
a darker red; towards the centre of the 
ilium, there is a honeycomb ulcer five 
inches in length, and the three lumbrici 
were removed from the superior part of the 
ilium. Progressively, numerous consider- 
able honeycomb ulcers are observed. ‘The 
mucous coat becomes extremely thin, and 
the ruge sparingly and scantily developed, 
until they tte ruge) altogether cease. The 
surface becomes a brick-red colour, and the 
mucous coat is apparently altogether disor- 
ganised. Numerous small white tubercles 
are here observed, studded in the muscular 
coat, towards the cecum and ceco-iliac 
valve; and there are no traces of ruge. 
The cecum is contracted extremely ; its in- 
ternal surface pale. ‘The mucous coat of 
the large intestines is pale, with small con- 
torted, firm, irregular ruge in parts only.— 
Cranial cavity. Removing the scalp and 
skull cap, the dura mater was extensively 
wounded by the saw on both sides. The 
arachnoid is quite transparent; the pia 
mater is natural; the cerebral tissue is 
flaccid, Sections through the centrum ovale, 

rallel with the corpus callosum, show very 

w bleeding points. The cortical substance 
is well marked, Separating the corpus cal- 
losum and fornix in the centre, and turning 
the extremities relatively backwards and 
forw ards, shows the ple.rus choreides ou both 


sides slightly blanched, and both ventricles 
contain a little fluid. The anterior superior 
surface of the thalami on both sides are 
slightly softened. The optic merves are 
mre and very small. ‘ihe vessels over 
the pons varolii are injected. The tissue 
of the cerebellum is soft. “«h. odontoid 
process is large.—.Spinal cana moving 
the vt of the spinal column, se. 
parating the intervertebral nerves, and re- 
moving the chord in its theca, the loose 
tissue lining the canal opposite the heart, 
and in the lumbar region, is injected with 
sanguineous gelatinised fluid. Laying open 
the dura materof the chord anteriorly, there 
are a few adhesions of the arachnoid. The 
capillary vessels of the inferior half of this 
surface are injected. About the centre of 
the chord, a small aly 
ing fiom the right side, extends obliq 

Fern t and to the left, and is there lost 
in a fasciculus of nerves from the left side ; 
the fasciculus arising on the left side, passed 
obliquely downwards and to the right, and 
having united itself with that fasciculus just 


it returns to the left. Laying open the dura 
mater posteriorly, sume adbesions of the 
arachnoid are observed. The capillaries 
throughout on this surface are irregularly 
injected. The pia mater, throughout the 
whole extent, is dark and slaty. The eqguinal 
nerves are also darker then usual in health.— 
Chord’s tissue. The organisation, colour, and 
consistence of the chord are apparently na- 


tural. ~ 


RESUME, OR ANALYSIS OF THE AUTOPSY. 
Thoracic Cavity.—The pulmonary vessels 
contain very little blood ; one ounce of serous 
fluid in the pericardium ; all the beart’s cavi- 
ties quite empty ; its tissue pale. The de- 
scending aorta internally bas a streak of 
blush; external and internal iliacs are 
marked with transverse stria.— Abdominal 
cavity. Blood effused and coagulated from 
the spleen, which bas an incision about its 
centre, and a piece of glass is extracted 
from the bottom of the wound in the spleen, 
and dark blood continues oozing from it; 
the peritoneal capillaries are injected with 
blood ; the liver is bloodless aud pale; the 
kidneys pale. Stomach contained half di- 
sunel, food ; its mucous coat pale and cor- 
rugated with striz in the curvature ; 
mucous surface at first pale ; irregular ruge; 
after the duct well developed, soon assuming 
a blush ; inferiorly, irregularly tortuous, in- 
flamed, affected with honeycomb ulcers, 
thin, loses the ruge, and the mucous coat 
partially, or altogether disorganised.— Cra- 
nial cavity. Membranes and cerebral tissue 
pale, natural; the thalami softened ; optic 
nerves wasted ; cerebral substance generally 
flaccid.— Svinal canal, ‘Lhe lining tissue of 


mentioued opposite the centre of the chord, 
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the canal is injected with semi-gelatinised oa impaired the capillary action of 
sero-sanguinecus fluid anteriorly inthe theca; |that part, by interfering with the pervious 
adhesions of the arachnoid, and inferiorly ow | condition of its very delicate system of ves- 
the chord, capillary engorgement; poste-|sels; and bence, as the circulation became 
riorly there are adhesions of the arachnoid ; | progressively Jess perfect, the naturel orga- 
capillaries throughout are injected irregu- | nisation of the tissue fell under the influeace 
larly. ‘Ihe pia mater throughout is slaty ;| of the new laws imposed by the change from 
the equinal nerves dark. ‘The external cel-|organic capillary action, and in the same 
lular substance is copious, and muscular sys- | ratio that cupillary action became impaired, 
tem well developed. or its limits circumscribed, the cerebral 
‘The information afforded by the foregoing | tissue becdme softened as a necessary con- 
is to be analysed, and divided into four con-|sequence in a corresponding exteut.—It 
siderations, with a view to conier accuracy |seems uncertain whether the original affec- 
and promptitude in recognising the symp- | tion of the thalami was then extended to the 
toms of diseases, in reasoning on their! optic nerves, or that they wasted from the 
causes, origin, courses, effects, their modes| softening of the thalami only; of these 
of termination, and the principles calculated | theories, the latter is probably nearest the 
to influence theircure.—The first considera- | fact, es the consequence of the extension of 
tion embracesa review of the tissues actually | impaired capillary action, from the thalami 
diseased, or altered by injury, the ordinary | to the tissue of the optic nerves. 
causes of disease in each one of these tissues,| It appears by the experiments of my 
the order in which they apparently com-|learned friend M. Magendie, that there is 
menced, and their probable ¢ , 


‘The | always some fluid in the spinal theca. 1 al- 
second embraces a review of the influence | ways found fluid, but they were cases of dis- 
apparently exercised by the diseases speci- | ease, and to that cause I then attributed the 
d in this case over the general health, the | presence of fluid. It seems obvious that the 
effects which the treatment adopted were | existence of fiuid in excess, or the presence 
likely to have produced ; and causes of any | of adhesions, must indicate a deranged action 
marked symptoms previously cbserved.— | of the exhalonts of this surface. It is pro- 
The third embraces a review contrasting all! bable that the fluid exhaled in disease, may 
the foregoing information, and showing what | have properties difierent from those possess- 
the diagnosis should actually have been ated by fluid of the same part ina healthy 
each time when formed, what should have | state. In the present case, it seems very 
been the indications of cure, and what would | probable that a morbid effusion took place 
have been the best course of treatment to| into the theca, soon after the thalami be- 
accomplish that object.—The fourth em-|come ergorged; because, a considerable 
braces a review of what is considered to have | lapse of time must have been required to 
been the more immediate cause of death, and | admit of that fluid becoming condensed into 
of the mode in which animal life, in this in-| false membranes and forming adhesions, 
stance, terminated. which existed in this case. Moreover, the 
First Considerationexamined.—Thecere-| slaty colour of the pia mater clearly evi- 
bral and nervous tissues, the spinal arach- | denced deranged capiliary action. 
noid, the condensed cellular tissue lining the} The peritoneum, in conditions of inflam~ 
arteries, and the intestinal mucous mem-{ mation, exercises that kind of marked infiu- 
brane, were the parts diseased.—Jhe peri-|ence over the cerebral serous membranes, 
toneum, and the parenchyma of the spleen, | that the intestinal mucous membrane does 
and its envelope, with the abdominal pa-|over the pulmonary; or, vice versd. For 
nictes, were the parts altered b injury.— | this reason, peritoneal inflammations, when 
Excesses either in drinking, eating, sexual jnot rapidly reduced, have a direct tendency 
lutercourse, or exposure to the sun, to|to occasion meningeal eugorgement and 
wet and cold, or sudden vicissitudes of rapid effusion, which latter frequently ter- 
temperature, usually produce diseases of | mnimates in death. In this instance, not- 
the serous, mucous, cerebral, and ner-| withstanding the very extensive peritoneal 
vous tissues; and hence doubtless of the | injury which occasioned a brick-1ed injec- 
vascular capillary system, (including the|ticn of the peritcneal capillaries, there was 
Vasa vasorum,) and the cellular tissues.—j|u0 approach to cérebral engorgement or 
‘The softening of the thalami, wasting of the | effusion, in consequence of the exteusive 
nerves, and adhesions of the arachnoid, were | loss of blood. —The condensed cellular tissue, 
apparently ail connected, by their originating | lining the arteries, is subject to all modifi- 
from common causes, or a common cause ; | cations of sanguinecus engorgement and in- 
and they were the most ancient of diseased | fammation, and consequently to ulceration, 
aflections, as the former would occupy some | softening, and disorganisation of its tissues 
years in attaining its present state.—Most/| In certain morbid states, the lining of the 
probably an engorgement of che vascular | aorta often resembles mucous membrane by 


tissue, entering into the composition of the|a humid, glistening, spongy appearance ; 
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and it is then darker thar the interior of the | the course of some affection, or to 
arteries in health, specks of ulceration are an active disease.—I have detected this 
observed on its surface, generally of irregular | blush to me in- 
form, and the superficies of the ulcer is/|timately extensively connected with 
coated with a puriform substance, giving morbid action.— Bichat believed that a 
the idea of a syphilitic uleer. The streak | quarter of those who died had disease of the 
of blush im the ‘aorta, and decomposition of | lining membrane of the arteries.—The blusb, 
the lining membrane in the iliacs, in the | irregular ruge, the inflammation, 
present case, most probably ensued to that | comb ulcers, thinness, and apparently ulte- 
morbid action which resulted from the en- rior decomposition of the mucous intestinal 
gorgement of the vascular system of the tha-| coat, indicate that the individual experi- 
Jami, and the accumulation of blood in the | enced much general ill health, with a very 
vasa vasorum of the aorta continued of a nervous condition of mind and body.—The 
chronic or passive kind, whereas, in the natural state of the external and 
iliacs, the deranged or impaired capillary muscular tissues, indicates that the digestive 
action of the vasa vasorum, terminated in| function and the absorbent and lymphatic 
the softening and decomposition of the lining | systems continued healthy, so far as to pre- 
of that part.—The intestinal mucous tissue vent, up to the period of death, any undue 
is of very great extent, performs the most wasting of parts.—The symptoms that at- 
important offices, and in conditions of irre- | tended the progress of these diseases are 
gular life, becomes peculiarly subject to} utterly unknown, and the effects of treat- 
various causes, which induce modifications ment, if any, ure equally so.—In reference 
of inflammation, engorgement, ulceration, | to the wound of the abdominal parietes, peri- 
and softening of its tissue. The blush on|toneum and spleen, and the protrusion of 
this surface, the irregular and inflamed ruge, | the intestines, there is no exact history of 


honeycomb ulcers, disappearance of ruge, 
disorganisation of the mucous coat in the 
present case, all indicate preceding capillary 
engorgement, which progressively deranging 
the natural capillary action of that part, and 
the tissue influenced by those laws, to which 
the existence of varied degrees of passive 
engorgement or active inflammation subject- 
ed each part, became either ulcerated, soft- 
ened, and disorganised, or as the affection 
extended upwards, the vessels progressively 
became dilated by sanguineous engorge- 
ment.—The wound obviously must have 
produced copious hemorrhage from the 
spleen, but no special morbid change could 
have ensued immediately in that tissue be- 
yond the direct solution of continuity, and 
the general effects resulting from abstraction 
of blood from the vessels ; peritoneal capil- 
lary injection necessarily commenced 
the period of the injury. 

Second Consideration examined. — The 
softening of the thalami, and the wasted 
state of the optic nerves, show that the 
sight was particularly impaired —The in- 
jected tissue of the spinal canal, the adhe- 
sions of the arachnoid in the theca, and the | 
dark colour of the pia mater on the chord | 
posteriorly, and on the equinal nerves, indi-| 
cate—the former, excess of previous exhala- 
tion—the latter, a chronic stage of disease in 
the capillaries of that part. All these indi- 
eations mark that the energies and functions 
of the nerves, both of animal and organic 
life, have been, in this individual’s case, 
greatly deteriorated and deranged.—The 

lush in the aorta and strie indicates, the 
former a febrile state or tendency, the latter 
an impaired vascular condition, which, ac- 


cording to observation, succeeds either to 


the extent to which he lost blood ; but as 
there was little or no pulmonary, cerebral, 
or organic engorgement of any kind, except 
the capillaries of parts injured, it may be 
considered that the hemorrhage was very 
considerable.—The absence of delirium and 
of coma, indicated there was little or no 
cerebral engorgement or effusion, and the 
continuance of vascular action for @ con- 
siderable period after the accident, together 
with the loss of blood, concur to account for 
the capillary system of the spleen, and the 
parenchyma or tissue of all the great and 
important ans, containing very little 
blood, notwithstanding the food remained 


im digested in the stomach. 
considerations involved necessarily separate 
into those affecting certain tissue, not imme- 


from | diately concerned, perbaps, in hastening the 


death, and those imjuries received by the 
accident which did unquestionably produce 
death.—The anterior history of the case 
embracing the symptoms, the diagnosis and 
treatment are wanting; but a very import- 
ant observation arises, which is, that an in- 
dividual may have all the external ordinary 
appearances of health, and continue the dis- 
pn of his usual labours for a consider- 
able period, after the most serious diseases 
have commenced their ravages on tissues of 
parts performing the most important offices 
in the maintenance of animal life —Ad- 
mitting the diagnosis to have been engorge- 
ment and a tendency to softening of the 
cerebral tissue, either of the thalami, or in 
their vicinity, and chronic inflammation and 
ulcers of the intestinal mucous membrane.— 
Indications of Cure. — 1st. Reduce the 
column of circulating blood sufficiently to 
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relax all the vascular system, to stimulate 
the heart to draw in resources from all ex- 
treme parts to enable the extreme circulatory 
capillaries to contract themselves, and to sti- 
malate the extreme absorbents more i 


produced, and obviously in all cases where 
vascular action is enfeebled, the tissue of all 
others the most subject to, and the most 
endangered by engorgement, is the pulmo- 


ly of the diseased part to increased action. 
2d. To occasion a determination from the part 
affected by forcing a concentrated determina- 


nary | hyma; and the parts next in 
succession the most endangered, are the 
cerebral tissue, and the pia mater of that 
substance, and of the chord, The absolute 


tion to some neighbouring part. 3rd, The reduction of the general circulating column, 
giving a continued series of shocks to the | general exhaustion from the loss of blood, 
capillary system, to call all their energies| and the nervous exhaustion resulting from 
forcibly into action. 4th. Perhaps to effect | the injury, and its effects yromaney ag- 
some change in the fluids ; the blood? 5th.| gravated by (perhaps the disease) the par- 
Deterge the mucous intestinal coat, of the | tial failure of the cerebral energies from an 
thickened viscid mucus that in most mor- insufficient supply of blood, and the conse- 
bid conditions adheres tenaciously to its | quent inability of the heart to draw in sup- 
entire surface, closing the openings of the plies, more especially those distributed to 
more delicate vessels, agglutinating the folli- the pulmonary tissue, or to distribute them 
cles and ruge; and being in effect inter- | in sufficient and equal proportions especially 
posed between the mucous coat and the in- | to the brain; the operation of these causes 
testinal contents, it prevents that surface | necessarily conspired, to render the circula- 
from exercising a healthy action on the ali- | tion less and less perfect at every systole. 
mentary substances thus imperfectly pre-| The heart acting more feebly and sending 
sented. — Medical Treatment, ist ind forth a column still more diminished, yet 
tion, Venesection, subsequently the occa-| some of which would uo longer be returned 


sional application of leec! 
around the rectum. 


2nd. This would be 


effected by a series of blisters, and even-| 
tually, issues, or setons, Srd. This would | maintenance of life, 
| gether, and the heart having thrown out its 


be effected especially by a series of blisters. 
4th, Alteratives, as small doses of mercu- 
rials, antimonials and the continued abstrac- 
tion of serum by cantharides vesications, 
undoubtedly produce such marked effects as 
to warrant an opinion that io certain morbid 
conditions, the fluids are rendered more 
healthy, and capillary action is improved. 
Sth. Either repeated doses of ipecacuanha 
large or small, with or without pil. hydrarg. 
or bined with nitrate of potass. In 
other cases where there is a more marked 
febrile tendency, nitrate of potass (this 
has been recommended by Hillary on the 
diseases of Barbadoes, and I have found it 
extremely useful in the diseases of Penang) 
1 ser.; muriate of ammonia, gr. xv. ; aqua 
2 oz.; taken twice a day is most extremely 
useful, The return of the intestines and 
bleeding actually practised, were obviously 
the most appropriate means for recovery ; 


-but in the case of such extensive injury, 
y 


their advantages would be comparative 
slight, and perhaps as regards the bleeding, 
only in a small ratio with its extent. 

‘ourth Consideration examined.—A 
large quantity of blood was very suddenly 
poured out from the wounded spleen, all the 


. — from that moment suffered a large 


uction from the columns usually distri- 
buted to them the rational faculties were 
not abolished (but the animal powers weak- 
ened) because the cerebral tissue was not 
engorged; on the reverse, it received a 
smaller supply of blood. Ina general col- 
lapse of the system, in sinking, however 


again to the ceutre ; by degrees the column 
more and more diminished, the brain no 
longer received a supply sufficient for the 

current ceased alto- 


latest supply into the arterial tubes, that 


}organ remained empty, no farther supply 


was determined to the lungs or brain, and 
as with the progressive failure of supplies 
the powers of life declined in the same ratio 
so with the cessation of the current, animal 
life terminated. 

N. B. The humoral pathology is not en- 
tered into, because the schools are undecided 
on that question. Investigation is recom. 
mended, and the experiments and results are 
solicited from the profession, 
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EXTIRPATION OF A CANCEROUS BREAST— 
HEMORRHAGE FROM A LARGE ARTERY 
EFFECTUALLY ARRESTED BY TORSION OF 
THE VESSEL. 


A remats, about forty-five years of age, 
was, on the ¢4th of July, admitted, on ac- 
count of a tumour of the left breast. She 
stated that she had not menstruated for 
several years, but had enjoyed excellent 
health up to the lasteighteen months, when 
a very painful tumour had formed on the 
left breast. On examination, it appeared 
that the lower and external half of the 
breast exhibited a hard bilobuler tumour, 
firmly adhering to the skin, which, at the 
lower portion of the breast, had become in- 

uneven, and The tumour 
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itself was perfectly moveable, the axillary | 
glands were not swelled, and the general 
health of the patient was not affected. The 
operation was performed on the @8th of 
July. The skin over the tumour having 
been comprised between two semilunar in- 
cisions, the tumour was, without any difti-| 
culty, isolated from the healthy tissue of the 
great pectoral muscle; a violent hemor- 
rhage ensued from an artery at the upper 
angle of the wound; the vessel was seized 
with a pincette, and after having been four 
times contorted round its axis, let go; the 
hemorrhage was completely arrested, and 
did not recur after the wound had been 
closed.— Journ. Hi 


MEDICAL BENEFIT SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—Permit me to request the insertion 
of a prospectus of the ** Medical Benefit So- 
ciety of London,” which | proposed, in the 
pages of your valuable Journal, some time 
since, to establish, 1 have drawn it up at 
the request of several gentlemen who have 
honoured me with the promise of their co- 
operation in establishing the same. 


Prospectus. 

Considering the advantages derived from 
friendly societies, in the humbler classes of 
the community, it is proposed to establish 
one among the members of the medicul pro-| 
fession, in order to attord pecuniary aid to} 
its members, when incapacitated from at-| 
tending their professional duties by illness, | 
&c., on the following plan :— 

1. That the iustitution consist of an un- 
limited number of members. 

2. That the members be composed of per- 
sous in every class of the medical pro- 
fession. 

3. That it be governed by a president, a 
committee of twelve, a treasurer, a secre- 
tary, and four auditors, elected from the 
members at large. 

4. That each member contribute the sum 
of two guineas per annum, payable half 

early, iu order to entitle him to the privi- 

eges under mentioned. Such subscription 
to commence from the date of entrance, 

5. That no member receive any money 
from the Society's funds, as long as his sub 
scription shall remain in arrear, 

6. That any member requiring money 
from the Society's funds, shall forward to 
the secretary a certificate, stating his dis- 
ease, &c.; on the receipt of which he shall 
be visited by the secretary, who shall be 
empowered to sign an order; and when 
countersi by the president, the trea- 
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surer shall pay a weekly sum as long as the 
committee shall deem him entitled to re- 
ceive the same, or his illness, &c. continue. 

7. That no person be admitted as a mem- 
ber who is above the age of 45 years, or if 
labouring under any pulmonary complaint. 

8. That the sums to be paid on any mem- 
ber’s declaring on the fund, to be as fol- 
lows :— 


If sick, per week...... 2 
If imprisoned for debt.. 1 
Loss by fire ......+++- 20 
Member's death ...... 30 
Member’s wife’s death 20 
1fsuperannuated..,,.. 0 10 


9. That the Society commence proceed- 
ings as soon as fifty members shall have 
entered. 

10. That the Society be governed a 
code of laws agreed to by the mem 
themselves, and to be afterwards enrolled 
according to the act of parliament. 

11. That the general funds of the Society 
be deposited in the hands of a banker; 
but the sum of 30J. to be placed in the hands 
of the treasurer to meet the current ex- 
penses ; and no money to be withdrawn from 
the banker’s, without a check signed by the 
president, treasurer, and secretary. 

12. That the committee, treasurer, and 
secretary, meet weekly, to receive new 
members, the secretary's report, and trans- 
act the general business of the Society. 

15, That every six months the committee 

repare a report of the Society’s trans- 
actions, with the accounts properly audited, 
for the information of the members at 
large. 

14. That the account books, &c., be open 
to the inspection of any member, on appli¢a- 
tion to the secretary for that purpose. 

It is proposed to establish this institution 
in the month of October next. 

Those gentlemen who wish to become 
meinbers of the ** Medical Benefit Society of 
London,” are requested to forward their 
names and addresses to me, post paid, on or 
before the 1st of October, to be left at the 
twopenny post office, Brewer Street, when 
a meeting will be called, and the institution 
regularly established. I remain, Sir, yours 


obediently, 
H. W. Dewnvnsr, Sarg., 
Lecturer on Human, Veterinary, and 
Comparative Anatomy. 
Aug. 24, 1829. 


In our notice to Correspondents last 
week, an error of the press occurred in the 
firstreply. It should have been ‘‘ the com- 
munication of Dr, M‘Fadzen did nor reach 


office.” 
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